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Sea lanes and the rules of the road
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The elt-Stengtheni®é Movement
aimed to update military. naval and
commercial systems with western
echulogy ndscentific knowledge but
etain China's exstig governmental.
social and economic structares.

An exampleof both potentials and
dangersof this route was the
foregnerded Chinese Imperil Mar
Customs Service set up in Shanghai in
1854. It was a Chinese government
department, but with mostly British
personnel. It successfuly collected revenues and
Improved coastal navigation. But it lso often
fawured Britsh more than Chinese inferests.

Li Hongzhang (1823.1901), who by 1872 had
emerged as lader of the push for modernization

Pad worked sccessly with foregn adisors against
the Taping rebels. Under his guidance, Chy
artime vorld modernized in two ways,
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