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Government Gazette 18934E5 H10H &y

Government of China.

KOWLOON DISTRICT.

LOCAL NOTICE TO MARINERS.
No. 2. '

Ezhibition of Waglan Light.

Nortick is hereby given that the Light on Waglan Island was exhibited for the first time at
sunset on the 9th of May, 1893.

The illuminating Apparatus is Revolving Dioptric of the First Order, shewing double white
flashes at intervals of half a minute,

The Lighthouse stands on the summit of the island, and the Light, which is elevated 225 feet
above the level of the sea, should be visible in clear weather at a distance of 22 Nautical Miles in all
directions where it is not obscured by land.

N.B.—For the present the Light will only shew thirty per cent. of its full power on the landward
side, viz.: between the bearings, taken from seawards, North by East round by East
to South- East by South. :

The tower is round, of iron, 25 feet high, with a total height from its base to the lantern vane of
52 feet.

The lower half of the tower is painted white, the upper half red, and the lantern white.

The dwellings are white.

Approximate position :—

Latitude, vovvviininiiiiiiiiie e, 22° 11' 18" N.
Longitude, ..ooivvviiiiiiiiennniniennnn 114° 18" 1" E.
FOG GUN SIGNAL.

The Keepers at this Station on hearing a bell, foghorn, steam-whistle, or any other sound during
foggy or thick weather, indicating the pro&imity of a vessel, will fire two guns with an interval of
fifteen seconds between them, and, if the vessel's fog signal-—shewing that she is under way—
continues to be heard, will repeat the firing after an interval of twelve minutes.

J. McLEAVY BROWN,

Commissioner of Customs for Kowloon
and District.

Custom Housk,
Kowvroow, 10th May, 1893.
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Design by David Marr Henderson,
Engineer-in-chief

Chinese Maritime Customs (1869 — 1898)
(SCMP)

Courtesy of Mrs. Felicity Somers Eve




Drawmg by Engineer-in-chief (1894)
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Revenue Cruiser 'Likin
in Hong Kong harbour
was engaged in keeping
up communication with
Waglan Island during
lighthouse construction
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Light first lit on
9 May 1893
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g A vote of 18 o 18 et & woeting where
weore presont, thuy -deterined b -
epmmand M. Campbell's,
For thi Cuinsiition,
Necmooas J. Haxxes,
LR T

22nd My, 1650,

No memarks laving been made, the
Chnirmay pmt ehin wloption of the re-
port b the weating, ned it was earriad
||rmu'wmlihe‘|-?r'uwre. M. Hannen then
ﬁpen[sll! int siew pm]ulililml, il eliere
were any, coald still ba wada o the
ratepayess, and the Connril wonld privk
them ned any detsils or informntion
that might ba eeut I they ware
received mob luber the %tk of |
May instant. |

;I:'l.quh i daseribed the araption |
of Mr. Campbell’s seheuse lask week
eumerl..ug of a oo, it wonld be cjlulc
a mistake o think Cink the conmitten's |
Inbours have besa thirowin anay.  The |

in-Chiel  of the Custams, ander Illlll Thee -cask-iron tamar ia 25 feet igh, hig,
lespoetor Genarals anthorisation and | 17 feet § inches in dinmeter &t ils base
approval, line nbly provided for the | nmd 1% feee 8 incles st ite top, sud it
wants of mnmﬂm in these wakers. | condazns dwe rooms, the lower far stores
We hare just recorded the opawing n|' and the upper for servies purpeses. A
amother first-class Fight in the Clhiss | spirtal gtair beads from the base of the
Sap, amil are now able to rrwe wowe | fower 1o its top where an outer milery
fall md very Gnteresting particulars | is fitted. The tower is Gtted with bmss
aof this pdditien o !bo ighthosse ' senttles, ventilatore with brass Dit and
service. misz valves, 5 img Anbes fo the

On the 9th inslant & light wae Gest | dwellings mid & eopper lightuing con-
shomn fonm the wew Waglso lighthonse, duetor,  The fomlations are of Green

the lange lning laving bean fib b
Lady Hobiuson in the pnmu:nﬂd' H.

Leland eement conorete, and the tower

!ig pecured to them with anchar balts.

The warsite of the lautern is also of

l

the !ﬂuveruor uf Ilnufiknug aud a dis
tinguished company, who were WII‘E}!IL'\II}I o itis T4 feet high, and the
thithgr in ths Castoms crmiser Likin. | doar iu it wIL.¢'I| lesds to the tower
| The weather was favonrsble and every- | anter g,n.ller} is fited with a poreh,
thing  passeil off most  sseoessfully. | Taving twn entranes doors, s 1l the
Harding, nssisiant engineer, who | lightkerpers “ean guin acoess to the
l||.41_ n|||\|r|||lgmlui the prection of this | oxferior of tlse lantem in any wantliey
lighthanse, caniduoted the party over it | withost the finme of the large lanp
and, in a Incid manmer, explaised l!l!'buug camsed ta flicker by irmegnlnr

various schemses propossd linve Been | arvangamant of the buildngs sud l!-vlv:nrmll-safm This is the frst lantern

well ventilated nod discussed, sl the | working of the light

metepayers will linve & good body of
infarmation to go upon when they oaue
1o their finsl decisisn cu the 7th of Jane.
That they will adeps Mr. Camphell’s
relienss mend say Lo the Conneil, ' Lake
n(-.l,-ﬁvu thomssd inels and speud it
wow or ab pome other Binee ow s

okgect that commends itsall to yon,

we do not think posible. I aay such
s is to be saieed and appeoprinted, |
k ey will prefer sowatbing |
o ned tangible, n eeliool or &
Tinsgital, The Chaimnan indeed elaimed
for Mr. Campbell's sclense that it was
the ouly definite sne; but.ic is ouly
defimite in its indefinitenes, the ouly
defimite thing ahout it heing the emm
to be appropristed. The ratepayens,
with thacommittee's report and appeud-

ix befure them, will have all the in-

fermation they ean desire, and to IJlml
decising thereon the form which par
Tubilea mamarial shall tuke cam be
safely belt,

THE WAGLAN LIGHTHOUSE

240 Wayp.
‘Bwrrrixe peeple compliv somatimes of
tha thI.nunfl.nuulgndluﬁlt wezele |
teading 1o Ching bave Lnﬁ:lj and sug-
gest that they ought to knew haw the
mosey so eoflecksd fu spent It s
Landly to be expected that the Imperial
Maritinse Castoma slionld gratify this
enriasity, but -Illbcm grimubling theme
ey b, thers is a ‘emmll ponsent tlhat
lha lightimg of the Uhins cosst has been
shly planned sud iy well maintained
It s many years singe Bir Eobert Hart
declored that the Clins Comt was
nlmost as well lighted re Ragent Strest,
Lomion, but good as the lightivg eveu
then wae, thers bas been wﬁmﬁit in

the scheme, sod s v gu
pointed oot the sdvisability of ldd.lllg
in tha nember of lighthosses they lave
after dos cousiderative been erected
That their position, their height, and

a0 fitted in Chino.

The isiud o WnF]nu lies at the|  Thelsntern hns sizteenstes] standnnls
ot hi rl.er,-uuloﬂ'l.l-e Tathong clhnuel, |mi thren tigrs of enrved ‘plate gluss
nnd it is fortumately resmackably well | alnsing secared with sunmetal sel -'u|°
situnted a5 n site for A Hghtlosse. Uhe | strips ad bolts The dowss is of +
lizht om it will be most iseful in gnid- | copper enrried an wronghe ivon :ul’l‘rl-
feg wnanels liownd ta or frows Hongkomg | sid smrmosiitad by a I|.ed copper cowl
by theLiyeesoon Pass aid will ilfumioste ' sl vave,  Phe cesliog is of galvasisad
wany sguore mibss of opein sea  the | sheet iron.
light will nlso show in = soutl- wub:rl)': The opticsl appamtns is B feet in
direction !nnni: the hnﬁoﬂnck where Lengi]l i 7 feet T imches in outer din-
o fih oeder Tiglt, wlag singhs | with it gusmetal srmsture
Bslas st hall winute isbervals, has | mdmppnmugllbdtv-u,ghnwr-t;nunn
lately Besn erocted  As the Waglan It s octagousl fn plan and with the
nad the Gap Hoek lighthouses ara ouly | horsontal axes of the great lensss slis-
B0 miles npurt their Iights will overlap | nataly placed at 207 12" and 697 45" from
each other some 10 miles; amd, in ench other; and & tha whols is rovolvad
very chear menther, :Iwmhglq!mlll}e cooe in iwo minutes the intervls be-

their range shoald from Ene to time
bt ariticiand s inevitable; but mo one
dendes that on the whole the Eogiueer-

visible from the cther.
When it wes decided to boild =
hthouse o Wn!lul Mr. D, Marr
taom, pnginear-in-chiof, was in-
| strueted by Sir Hobert Hart, GOMG,

Inapector-Genaral, ta pr the nieees-
sy dosigns and whai Eﬂ: had been |

| treen the centres of the Bashes nre
alternately 11 and 23,4 seconde.  Tha
durstion of the flashes will be shont
2) seeonds, amd of the eclipees alter-
niely 43 and 20§ seconds.  The lixht,
=|| sceordance with Alr. Buwrdelles's
plan, is Aostad on wereary sid mvolved

npproved the ondsr for the towes, lantern, | ou & pivet. As both flost and tauk are
and light was ewtrusted fo Messre | of turned nnd polished enst irem, anly

Barhier & Co of Paris who, from what

we lnve beand, have tarned oat &
splendid piece of workmasnslidp.

Thss biigh or routh iland of Waglan
wat cliossn 08 & site i preforence ta |

e low ot norh kland ou seeonist of | weight, and it is wousd np

its height, and bocawse it would be
the mere comfurtable of the two for

thig 1i§|llhﬂ % For this situntion a

il fight with n loug raoge is of |

n epaze of a quarter of an inch is
necessary betwdn them, and & enin-

paratively small quantity af mereury
is roguired.  The m':tluthg machinery

fs n cluckwork, driven {, & falling
¥ hasi,
A pair of fountain lamps sopply_oil

to & bareer wilh six ooncentric wieks
which is specislly asranged for the nee
of either mi or wvapetable wil, but

jgrent importance, asd consequently n | gunmﬂ;r o high test minernl oil will be
uaed

first crder revelving light wes choson. |

A revolving Hght ia many tisss moss | Weuudm!-udtIuLI.Ian-:Il_\I‘Hum
poweriul than s fixed sueof Lhe ssme | in whose cere &
chass, and is not lishln to be mistaken | of the uughsllmt,gllnmtyuudoww

bimg

for fixed lights aflont or on shore. A | the plau of Sosting a light an merca
double flashing light wea selecied as it | but we have wo doubt that they will

i n very charscteristic ors aud quite |
differemt from any of the othar laglm in
China ; in fact Waglam is the fraé group-

flnshing light in this |nr|. ol the warld.

soon adept it We bear that one of
thess new lights s to be exhibited ay

icago. We may Esisly congratulste
the Imspector-Gienem] of Cuatomsa wni

The notified range of this light i= 22 | the !1IIPPLIIF trading to Hangkong on

oeudical milbes, hut (¢ Imhaenduunntl_r the erectiom of

Hee et and

sten of 25 miles, aed if a0 cheerver | most woders |l.|h.|..|IWIIED1| thee consd.

ware: Ligh eucugh sbove the ses it coald
b meew mnch further,

Reproduced with permission of tha copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission,



The Lighthouse

e First order revolving light

e Double flashing light — characteristic

e 22 nautical miles, seen at 25 miles

e Cast iron tower 25 ft high, dia 17’ 6” at base, 12’ 8” at top
e Ll ower room for stores, upper for services

e Spiral stair, brass scuttles, ventilators , speaking tubes to
dwellings, copper lightning conductor

e Foundation — Green Island cement concrete, tower secured
with anchor bolts
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* The low wall 7.5" high of cast iron

* Two doors to the outer gallery, protect the flame from
irregular air current

e Lantern has 16 steel standard and three tiers of curved
nlate glass glazing

e Dome is sheet copper carried on wrought iron rafters,
surrounded by a fixed copper cowl and vane

 Ceiling is galvanised sheet iron
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 The Tower, light and lantern cost 5,092 pounds
* The local expenditure for dwellings etc. = 3,711 pounds

* Derrick crane at the landing place for relief and stores
anding

* Fog signalling is carried out with 18-pounder cannon

e |[lumination power is equivalent to 45,000 candle power
(now 1 million, powered by 12 volt battery)

o S, KIS 5,092, TEEREEE3,711
o S 187 ke vk




Typhoon on 29 July 1896
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e The waves dashec

over the buildings,

 flooding the fresh water tanks

225K 1,

e and completely carrying away the derrick used for landing

stores,

e while the spray reached the lantern, 225 feet above high

water,

e pitting the panes with sand and gravel.
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G.F. Taylor 1901 i\

Photo (Copyright) by Geo. F. Tavror, Hong-Kong.

WAGLAN ISLET LIGHTHOUSE, HONG-KONG, Established 1803,
Light is white, group flashing, visible 22 miles, There iz a fog gun, giving two
reports, with an interval of fiftcen seconds between them, every twelve minutes,



Charles Edwin Nicholas ¥&I&45&
Courtesy of Mrs. Heather Williams
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The main reason for CEN as a lighthouse keeper was his
sentiments about guarding weary hearts of sailors and
fishermen, especially as he had grown up with the

example of his father who was a missionary to seamen.
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European Staff Quarters 4 2 EH 5=

WAGLAN LIGHTHOUSE




Hong Kong Observatory Weather Information Collection Centre
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Viewing Tower e
Courtesy of Family of Charles Thirlwell




Telecommunication Centre & zHE¢# 0
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WAGLAM LIGHTHOUSE
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Fog Horn and Machine Room 55 K=

WAGLAN LICHTHOUSE




Cannons and
Fog Horns
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LIGHT HOUSE AND SALUTING BATTERY, HONGKONG,

20861
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Fog Horns 55
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Fog Horn and Helipad 38 8=




Work four hours on and four hours off around the clock to

AN T, 4/ NS, WO AR G, B e
O B3N R AR R G, Gl R SR

e Keep a 24-hour watch for ships coming to and from HK, log their
names and the times they pass the lighthouse

e Pass on those details to the Port Control Communication Centre

e Continuously send out radio beacons to vessels

* Receive message from vessels

* Keep watch for missing vessels

e Report to the Observatory every three hours on weather condition
e Repair and maintain the lighthouse ad surrounding buildings



Transferred to HK Govt in March 1901
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Landing
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Waglan Light and Telecommunication Equipment (SCMP)
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Employment Agreement of Charles Edwin Nicholas
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Chinese Lighthouse Keepers

*In 1930 Wong Kai Chung (= Eif2~) became a
Second Class at Gap Rock after serving as an
Apprentice since 1925. Later he stationed at
Waglan.

*|n 1933 Mr. Leung Chiu Tung (Z2EHfR) started as
Apprentice at Gap Rock and was promoted to
Second Class in 1934. He was transferred to
Waglan in 1935.
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Recruitment in 1950 and 60s
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se Sam (1945) and Watching Station (1951)
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Weather Information (HK Observatory)

BERNERREFIE

*Since 1907, weather observations were made by

lighthouse staff and telegrap
* A new weather station was o

ned to the Observatory.

nerated in 1952 by

Observatory’s staff until 1963.

e Lighthouse staff took over the observation from 1964
until an automatic weather station was set up in 1989.



Weather Observation
Logbook after 1947

BRI G R LG
(HK Observatory)

Preseni weathes
Vesibility
Amount of cloud
Low cloud type

Hizighl af low cloud base
Wind dir

Wind force

State of sea

Sea temperature

acheen lemperature

W eather since prawous obs

Middle clowd type
High cleed bypas
Wt bulb temp.
hMaix. bamp

Min. temp
Rainfall total

Attached thermomeder
Bararrelar as read

Cormection
MEL Pressure
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Charles Thirlwell and Assistant 1940 — 1960s
Courtesy of Family of Charles Thirlwell
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Waglan Sighting and Message Log




Keepers” Mind

> 4
A\

i}

EHENL, B, BE, FE
Y B IELA B E R, HS R A

e Loneliness and monotony

i
|

e Deafening noise of the horn

e Charm, solitude, plain and simple peace, quiet
e Lovely sea and sky

* Learn to respect the sea

e Attachment to the island

e Leaving a ship

e Miss family life
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Keepers’ Life

oK, LT, T, B, 05 B, B, RIS
0P o, SR R ()

e Communication - Flashing lamps, Morse code, fog horn, guns

|y

15, $UM,

(i

W

e Pets - dogs, cats, chicken, snake, fish

* \Vegetables and flowers

e Exercises- swimming, Chinese martial arts

e Habit/kill time — fishing, picking sea shells, watching TV
e Hygiene - mosquitoes and flies

e Religion - Christian

e Parents — European father (navy) and Asian mother
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Cast Iron (16m) Tower
Declared a Monument in 2000
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Poem Written by Charles Nicholas
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| am thinking more of you love
 And wishing | was home again.

e But my duty call me here love.
e For to guard the weary hearts
e Of the Fishermen and the Sailors
e Coming home from foreign parts.
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Mr. and Mrs. Lai Kwok Keung
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