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A New Chapter for Cantonese Operaiin the Post-Pandemic Era:
“Transmission of Cantonese Opera
in'Hong Kong amidst COVID-19 Pandemic Crisis *
Research Report and Book Launch
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Date : 16 December 2023 (Saturday)

Time :3pm - 5pm

Venue : Tea House Theatre, Xiqu Centre,
West Kowloon Cultural District
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Research report by Prof. Fanny Chung (Assistant Professor, Cultural Management Program, Faculty of
Arts, The Chinese University of Hong Kong)
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Scholars’ responses and discussion: Prof. Sau-yan Chan (Adjunct Professor, Cultural Management
Program, Faculty of Arts, The Chinese University of Hong Kong), Prof. Sidney Cheung (Professor, Depart-
ment of Anthropology, The Chinese University of Hong Kong) and Prof. Fanny Chung

s HIEEM (BF=R) #EExt (BRER) r SHBEXE (ZE2ERFTLER)
Cantonese operatic singing performance by Ms. Diana Tse (Renowned Cantonese Opera Artist) and Mr.
Yun-hung Ko (Renowed Cantonese Opera Music Leader)
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Round table discussion: Ms. Naomi Chung (Chair) (Head of Xiqu, Performing Arts, West Kowloon Cultural
District), Mrs. Marilyn To (Vice Chairperson, The Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong; Chairperson,
Hong Kong Cantonese Opera Chamber of Commerce), Mr. Yun-hung Ko (Artistic Director, Hong Kong Xiqu
Troupe; Renowned Canonese Opera Music Leader), Ms. Candy Tang (Renowned Cantonese Opera Artist)
and Prof. Fanny Chung
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Transmission of Cantonese Opera in Hong Kong amidst COVID-19

Pandemic Crisis
Author: Fanny Chung (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

The Hong Kong Cantonese opera industry has been profoundly impacted by the unprecedented challenges
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. Performances came to a halt, and practitioners’ livelihoods
were greatly affected. Spanning over two years, this research aims to investigate the impacts of the pandem-
ic on the Cantonese opera industry, examine how practitioners and stakeholders adapted during the pandem-
ic, and explore the implications of the pandemic crisis on the transmission of Cantonese opera as an intangi-
ble cultural heritage.

Adopting the theoretical framework of stress-coping mechanisms and crisis management, this research
involved in-depth interviews with over 60 Cantonese opera practitioners, including extensive fieldwork.
Through this monograph, the author hopes to document this historic moment while providing critical insights
into the future transmission and development of Cantonese opera. Importantly, the author also aims to raise
public awareness about the value of Cantonese opera as an intangible cultural heritage and the significance
of its transmission in contemporary society.



