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The Development of The Early Cantonese Bible Database:

A Resource for Digital Humanities Research on Early Cantonese

Shin Kataoka

The Education University of Hong Kong

Abstract

The Early Cantonese Bible Database is an online resource for Cantonese Bible published in the
late-Qing and early-Republican era. It consists of the following components: 1. The historical
background of the Cantonese Bible; 2. Personal information of the main Western missionaries
engaged in the translation of the Cantonese Bible; and 3. the corpus of Cantonese Bible using
different versions of the Gospel of Luke. Corpora of early Cantonese in the past have put much
emphasis on the word search. The Database, however, enables users to search words in context
or even read the whole text in the Gospel of Luke. We hope it can attract multi-disciplinary
researchers in their digital humanities research. Using some samples in the corpus, this paper
attempts to demonstrate how this Database can be utilized to analyze the changes that had been
made in the verses of Cantonese Bible over time.
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