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The Characteristics and Sources of the Durative Aspectual Markers
in Haifeng Min Dialects

It is recognized that the durative aspects and aspectual markers are related to the
prepositional structures in the Min dialects. But in the Haifeng Min dialect(HFM) which
locate in the language contact zone, there are three aspectual markers named [to®],
[nin>], [tsu??] to indicate the duration of action, state and event. The characteristics of
these markers are different and the sources of [nin®] and [tsu??] are unknown. This
paper uses the theories of “language contact”, with the comparative methods, describes
the characteristics and explores the sources of these markers. It is proved that [to*®] is
form Chaoshan Min dialects which are near HFM in location and language pedigree,
[nin®] is from Hakka dialects which contact chronically with HFM, and [tsu??] is the
same type with Guangdong, Hainan and other Southern Min dialects, which is from
omitting of the prepositional structures. The characteristics and sources of the durative
aspectual markers in HFM have typological meanings to the dialects which also Locate
in multilingual multi-dialect zones.

Keywords: Haifeng Min dialect, Hakka dialects, durative aspectual markers, language
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