History of Quarrying in Hong Kong
Exportation of Hong Kong Granite to the Pacific Rim
in the 19th and 20th Century
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In 1902 the quarry leases were split further into
small groups rather than geographic area, and
were extended to two years or more. Initially
granite blocks were used as a principal material
in building and infrastructure construction. In
the 20th Century the use of granite changed due
to a great demand of aggregates in concrete
production. Granite was not just used in Hong
Kong construction, but also exported to many
places of the world.

Quarrying in Hong Kong
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Quarries have been in existence long before the
British’s arrival, mainly because quality granite
was so abundant in Hong Kong. In 1844, the
quarrying industry was taxed not just as a source
of revenue, though minimal, but more
importantly as an assertion of sovereignty.
Quarries were then leased through tendering or
public auction on an annual basis first on the
Hong Kong Island, followed by all quarries in
Kowloon Peninsula after 1860.
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Pre 1841 (18414FHij)
James Horsburgh

A surveyor (1806 -1819) to measure the
topography of Peal River’s Estuary 7K 3 H| &
* Largest number of ships passing through Hong

Horsburgh Lighthouse 1851
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Kong region and its waters [ e
* Needed to turn the island into an entrepot o] 2 -
* The hard granite is the precious resource to | e u/\,

building a trading city N //
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Lord Palmerston #4838 A
British Foreign Secretary (1841)

Hong Kong is an island located in
the South China Sea

Barren and rocky
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APPENDIX II

ORIGINAL GAZETTEER AND CENSUS, MAY 14575t, 1841 n 1
Population
Chek-Chu The Capital, a large town 2,000
Heong Kong A Iargemshing-vil§agc 200 184 1£E‘
Wong Nei Chung An agricultural village 100
Kung-Lam! Stone-quarry—poor village 200 Q\ —
t Shek Lup? do. do. 150 I:I ) Ei
Soo-Ke-Wan do. Large village 1,200
‘Tai Shek-ha do A _hamlet 20
Kwan Tai-loo fif: K B& Fishing-village 50
Soo-kon-poo A hamlet 10
Hung-heong-loo Hamlet (=]
Sai Wan Hamlet 30
Tai 1 Qng p;rh;ng hamlet ¥
[ Coo-te-wan Stone-quarry, a hamlet [iTe] ]
Tai Tam Hamlet near Tytam bay 20
Soo-koo-wan Hamlet 10
[ Shek-tong Chuy Stone-quarry. Hamlet 2¢ |
Chun Hum Deserted fishing-hamlet oo
Tseen Suy Wan do. co
Sum Suy Wan do. oo
Shek-pae? do. oo
4,350
In the Bazaar 8co
In the Boats 2,000
Labourers from Kowlung 3oec
Actual present population 72450

' pe. A Kung Ngam. 2 je. Shek O. ? i.e. Aberdeen.

Shuck (Editor of the Friend of China) and Some
Other Missionaries Sailed to Hong Kong for
Inspection (14 Feb 1841) b > &

They found Wong Nei Chung has some 400 people. A
mile further East was Hung Heung Soo with some 100-
200 people. Then for 3-4 miles there was no
inhabitation, just occasional groups of 2-3 families,
including at the quarry which was the last place we saw
on the North side. ......ccceeveerveiiecerrieee,

In sum, the island has plenty of good water, plenty of
good rock for any purposes, small areas suitable for
cultivation and numerous fine bays and deep harbours.
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A.R. Johnston’s Note on HK Island
(Acting Administrator of HK 1841-42)

Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of London Vol.
14 (1844) pp112-117
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e There are many hamlets on the East coast of the island
where the magnificent granite of Hong Kong is
principally quarried ...

* The rock of Hong Kong ... is granite,....suited for the
best sorts of building purposes

- HAEEWATERItEEA

1841 Census

* Villagestf3%& L5 6/20

e workersf T EEf5] 1,655/4,350 = 38%
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Geological Map of Hong Kong H7'& 434 [l
Granite (L&

John Davis’s Letter to England, 24 July 1844
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“In making the tour of this island by water with Rear Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, I observed
a considerable number of stone quarries at work by the Chinese.

These quarries have been accustomed to pay a duty to the Chinese Government and 1 have
accordingly lost no time in giving due notice to the parties who work them that a duty will for
the future be payable to the British Government.

This is not likely to be anything considerable looking to the extreme poverty of the stone
quarries, but as a mere assertion of sovereignty it became highly necessary to prevent the
payment of a tax to the Chinese Government.”

China lllustrated

Harbour of Hong Kong:
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* ... There is a valuable export of granite, and a
large proportion of natives have long
sustained themselves by the profits of hewing
this primitive stone....

On 20 October 1844, ¥ #8E: A » 4-E$800

John Davis accepted the tender for quarrying
stone on Hong Kong Island

a rental of 5800 per annum for one year, three
months before approval was granted from
England

His salary = $2,400 per month
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7 Europe in China — The history of HK, E ) Eitel 1895
VIEW Of Wynd ha m Street p. 264-265 - Sir G. Bonham introduced export of granite tax in 1840s

trade with China, onght not to be considered excessive.” This
was, however, o question to be decided by Parliament, and
public opinion in England declaved that the Calony was now
out of its swaddling clothes and ought to learn to stand on
its own leas, :

Sir G. Bonbam did his best to bring abont this desirable
result. by revising taxation as far ns practieable nud enforcing
retrenchment in every possible direction, For the ad wvalorem
doty _on_ goods sold by snction i i
anctioneers’ licence fees,  He introduced a tax on the exportation

of granite which was at the time largely uvsed ns ballast for
tea ships.  He shrank from reviving the opinm monopoly, but

had been sabstituted (since Angnst 1, 1847) for the farming
system.  He left the police tax assessment untouched at the
low rate of 5 per cont. but redoced the expensive Boropean
enntingent of the Police Force to the lowest possible minimum.

C. Gutzlaff’s remarks upon the present state Second Chinese Secretary of the

of native trade with Hong Kong, British Administration in HK
attached to Blue Book of 1845

18454F, H+57 “ME—HOEIE M E R
* The stone trade is deserving our attention.

* The only produce of HK for exportation is granite

* |t employs many hands, a great number of boats
each about 70 — 100 tons

* Seldom less than 100 with a full cargo
* leaving for the interior

* A profitable trade



Stone Boats

62 out of 474 boats at East Point and

So Kon Po in 1846
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Kin Teen-sze (5K H5) License (1845)
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Quarry Bond (1846) and License (1848 & 1850)
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1846 Bond for Hong Kong Island License
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1848 Hong Kong Island License
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Murray House (S571/t2) 1846, 1970s, 2014 36 Workers Transporting a Granite Column
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Opium, Salt and Quarry License (1852 & 1853)
Three in One
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1855 Gazette

1855 Bond 18554 {54
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1856 Government Notification and License

Between 1844 and 1856

Licenses were held by

g

18565 8# - HEA 1

.
.

Bl —
(WARETN L deloe L4 i Lee o Rev ST s aole

Jhw%aﬁzfia.&..xaz&&, Y
Ay My ! 1

* George Duddell #i2£#l], an auctioneer
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E&J !Tﬂ_:%ﬁ M. lafarmationderlved from Howg Kong Blue Enok and ather:r 5. 1851 - Jan Assistant Chinese secretary report on junk trade in the harbour of Vicloria

1847$ 2 1007~ 7010n rante s acor o i 1849(1850)4F from 1.310 31.12.1850

H O 2 E[IfE, 700E 456(467)
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6. 1851 - 4,494 nos. of granile slones exported to San Francisco; 4 pieces of granite

1851£|5 ,,..,.m.mmc...o-cnm. SN 1851—/3:-_-
HOzE=3%H HOzE

4498 nos PR
4 nos




7. 1851 — Memorandum of the junk trade durnng the year of 1851 — Chinese secretary’s
office:
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Sn Francisco — 1852

8. 1852 — 2,106 nos. of granite stones exported 1o San Francisco

11. 1854 — Notes on Import and Export - “No custom House, found impossible to give the 1854ﬂ£ L oSemmem
information required in grealer details or very accurately.” Granite blocks exported to _— Ba
USA; New South Wales; East Coast of China and Manila recorded as 9,145 nos., 570
1854_/EE‘ lons; 375 nos., 247Ttons; 283 nos. and 150 nos. respectively. |I:E[ D E

HOZEE r e B R T
9,145 nos Je ' 375 Nos, 247

tons

United states of America - 1854 New South Wales - 1854
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East Coast of China -1854 Manila - 1554

Shipping to USA (1853, 1855)
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CITY YHADE umrORTY.
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L T A Daily Alta California, Volume 4, Number Daily Alta California, Volume 6, Number
[L_'E[ I:[ § /Zé'.d_,‘ e i 144,25 May 1853 338, 6 May 1855
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City trade repor abro. Eilen from Hong Kong.
With granite, rice,.. To Edwards & Baiiey

2210 pes granite imported from iong Kobg per Jaiestuwn



Daily Alta California, Volume 28,

Shippi ng to Number 9645, 2 September 1876
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Heng Kong Granite curb stone and paving stone arrived per Swallow and Comet for sale in lots

16,000 Blocks to Sydney
1879 FH[[1%7%[E16,000 Nos

1879 Nov 1 - page 27, Australian Town and Country lournal Sydney New South wales

$.5. brought 16,000 blocks of granite from Hong Kong arrived at Sydney

——

ARRIVAL OF THE 8.8. THALES.

The s.s. Thales, from Hongkong, arrived at
Cooktown, via Port Darwin, yesterdny. She got
ashore near Port Darwin,” and again near
Thuredsy Island.  Pilot Wilkie brought
her o to Coocktown from Thursday
I[:M atll;noﬂ!alf.l inquiry is to be held here into

or,groun , throngh which, however, uhe sua-
tained hat litgln dnma{::o.

Her ngers nre : —For Sydney: Morsrs, W.
Aken, ges, Wook, J. Johnston, D). Smith, J.
Muson, and 37 Chineso. For Melbourno: Mrm.
Poge, Miss Page, Messre. Pago, M'Leod, and 11
Chinese, nnd 21 Chinese for other porta.

[ The Thileas c‘r:l"o —For Bydney: 10,
bLlocks ofgmnite, order; 1000 packages rice, 118
nckages, mndry Chinese consignees, For Mol

sourne: HOOO puckages sundrics, and ubout 200
tons fur other ports.

Granite for Street Paving in USA 1885
85 FEEIHAR » fEiaa AL

I, Overseas newspapers on export of Hong Kong Granite

San Jose Mercury-news,
Volume XXVIIl, Number 24, -
28 July 1885

Auburn Journal, Volume 1,
Number 45, 5 August 1885
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Portland in Oregon USA - use of HK granite for street paving

Granite for Pavement

Shig Coloma braught Mong Kong granite to Partland

1892 P ELH - ARSI ERE A

1892 Nov 22 — Newcastle Morning Herald and Mines” Advacate (MSW Australia)

Letter to the Editor — Hong Kong Granite

(originated from an advertisement published in Hong Kong China Mail in 1892 77
“Tenders are invited at Manila for the supply of Hongkong granite stone for pavement for the warks in

connection with the construction of the new port.
in the Phillppines . where there is a constant demand for It, and vessals lsaving this istand in ballast for

Hongkong stone, we and, is much

at Manila (1892)

Manila always carry a large quantity of stone across and find a ready market.”)

FONGHONG GIRANIT.

Sir,. Wi
the fallowin
tho Chian . e
locangg 1—** T wra  dnvited  nt
Alnuila for the aupmply of Elongkong
granile stone for  provesont for  cho
worlia in conpection with  the _cou-
stauction of tho uew port. Honglon
atome, we underssand, i wrmely
appawecinted in the IT*hilippines, whoro
Lhore is'n constant demand for it and
vossels lonving this fsland in bollaet.
Pox onile.  always osiry a lorge
guantity of  srono  meroms and find a
ronddy mnrkek'’  The stona roafeirnd to
ia momo of tho fincct in world. Tt

Ly .
e sonstriotel of i, would bae

£

am

s
stoner and (hin pamgrnpi ey Fitrbess
.

then. Bhips Bringm ulto inighs
DLes nunllable  foe  Jondiog  ooole—T
A, &

.8 H.




Siam 1896 Parrott Building 1852
7R AN S 18524E EFR 4 #

Siam Free Press 15 November 1897

Advertisement
“Brown, Jones & Co. Hong Kong"
Dealers in ‘Honngkong GRANITE’ posted in Bangkok, September 3 189

ROWHN, JONES & CO., HONGKONG
Chinn. Dealers in  ITALIAN an
AMERICAN MARBLES ; nlso Aberdeen and
Hongkong GRANITE. OrMETERY MicMo-
RIALS. PERISHABLE LEAD CE-
MENT LETTERS.
Bangkok, SBeptember 3, 18896,

AlAM PREK PREsS, MONOGAY, ibra  NOVEMRED,  1eot

I PATEURS «~-—~-— FILTERS. |- = =

. SN C T
X’mas &
. ks
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v, - vm— CHANGE 1K FRENGH CRIME
—_— e NAL PROCKDUKE

Letter to
John Parrott
15 March 1852
From JMC
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San Francisco =
Stone building was not common 6/20,000 {E &%

Y

Architect - Stephen Williams ZE&EEf

Granite blocks were prepared in HK + Chinese
architectHF A& FEE

Chinese labourers work from dawn to dusk T.{E
FH - Fhth

Daily wage 1 dollar H&17T

% pound of fish, % pound of rice, 1 hour to eat
FE—/NFHHE, R

Cost ¢4~ $117,000 (1852)

1852 EF & 18

I AT ARIOERAR TE P ot b

Parrott Building il 41

Print Share

In 1852, the same year Wells, Fargo & Co. was founded. businessman John Parrort built a new bank building in San
Francisco. After five fircs swept through San Francisca in 1851 he determined to put up a building that could not burn
down. To fulfill his vision of a grand fireproof building. Mr. Parrott’s design was 10 be made of stones quarned in
©hina. imported and marked for reassembly in San Francisco, However, upon their arrival, the local Chinese masans
refused 1o help with construction. When asked why they would not, the master mason informed Mr. Parrott that the
stones had been cut for the opposite sireet comer to where he was trying to use them, a site where no evil influences
would be encountered. To build on the intended site, however. the building had to be put together “backwards.” This
Feny Shui problem, led 1o demands by the Chinese workmen 10 have the location exorcised before the building was
completed. Assurances were given that it would be donc, but Mr. Parrott ultimately refused to hold the ceremony. The
two largest California banks, at the time, moved in and began providing banking services. Between the Chinese
eommunity’s refusal to enter the unfortunate building and the Panic of 1855, the locstion did indeed prove 1o be
unlucky for those two banks, which went out of business while housed there. In the meantime, Chinese businessmen
took their business (o the newly created Wells Fargo which, among other services directed at providing an exeellent
customer experience within the Chinese community, provided documents and business directorics printed in

Chincse

Su, when Wells Fargo determined 1o move into the
Parrott building in 1856, they invited the Chinese 1o
purity, or “cleanse” the building sccording to Chinese
tradition. Having taken this step, and shown respect
to the culture of their customers, Wells Fargo moved
in and brought their loyal Chinese customer base
with them becoming “the bank of the Chinese.” Thus
began a relationship that continues to this day. Wells
Farge continued to do business in the Parrout
Building for two decades. Interestingly, the Parrott
building did prove to be very strung in the long run.
It survived the cities great earthquake and fire in
1906 and gave the wreckers a terrible time when it
was being demolished n 1926

Wells Farga Pareon B

g Ehinage Comrtesy of Wells

Fargo Archise)

Phis entry was posted i Astan Pacific Amencan Heritage. Bookmark the permalink
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Gap Rock Lighthouse 1892
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Granite Imported
from Tsim Sha Tsui to Hong Kong 1846
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End of Part One
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Table Il - Summary of export of Hong Kong granite products 1o China and overseas

Description of products Location of ¢ity and country
Table | - Summary of export of Hong Kong granite for overseas constructio

Grante Ballast in chambers of Oversean oorts trading with Keng Kerg

= parting Chiness
Year of | Name of building / Progect Location of city and country

Exportation of Hong Kong Granite to the Pacific Rim
in the 19th and 20th Century L NE—CTT

Sacred Meart {Stone) Cathedral Guangzhou Chins

San Francreo USA - 4.498 nos and East

1912 AW HE Fal (L BEE
18%2
Guangzhou, Chins

1916 | New Custom House | Guangrhow, China 1 L

[1917['incere Department Stare | Nanjmg Road, Shanghar, Chins 1833 | Grimhuiiont 334 jahs

1318 | Wing On Department score | Nanjng Road, Shangha, China 1854 Grarvte [Blocks "
1T R A O B T R :

(o | T | Nanieg. Chime 1BSS | Granvie (Wlocks]

Grante (Blocks]
1930 ~ [ Guangahou, s m Hong Kong
1931 T Guangzhou, thina 1 294 preces grans

Part Two

L | 157 e e
- Kong
| paving
§8% SBO.662 preces of stene statis anc ~oart VCustoms - Paysme
Ir Dr. S.W. Poon & Dr. Katherine Y. Deng - o satien ke
Department of Real Estate and Construction
The University of Hong Kong e i v
2022 ok Bopengrec ki
1899 Stanes quarriad fram Chu Lu Kok 31 Contor and the Wost Ry
1917 Lantso and mear (ung Ky Tan a1

Foeak and Deep Bav se

Guangzhou Sacred Heart Cathedral Y ERECEk
1863 — 1888 REN K F 28\, (a2 VR, R EOES

" G hou 5 d H hed! R 2. 1866-10-19 Apaiication for estension of quarrying stone at Ngau Tau Kok for d years, 3 yeary
L uangzhou Sacred Heart cathedral LB ( BRRR )
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5. 1870-3-3 French Bishop letter of thanks
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4. 1870-1-13 Aoplication for extension of quarrying stone at Ngau Tau Kok for 7 years

Hong Knng might Iead te his decision in choasing Homieang granite to buld the Stone

First City Hall (refer 1o Stephen Davis paper in RASHK 20041 His temparary residence i
Cathedral.
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Ngau Tau Kok

Ngau Tau Kok

and
Quarry Cha Kwo Ling
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New Custom House Guangzhou 1916
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MODENNIING UREAN CHING | ¥°

Figare 1 WG O Deperimmon: Sovr on Naming Siroet, Shinhal it ars
et W permmon e 1 K MacPherne

+ consrumon company which could erect fine. dinguished buikling:
Two ather department stores—Sun Sun and Dasin—were built ca
Karying Strest snd Lam Won & Co wen responaible for the beibding of
Sen Sun. which was ¢o$randed br Li Yutang cwith his nephew. Li Min
Thou. 8 and L Xt The fonrr deparimens stores tured Nansiog
Meves” for Shanghat shopping  For Lam Wao & Co, they

timual, tangible semendes @ thowe in marx husines
corponatioen. ks or Chmese, of the comgany 1 e weellent woek

It oty e ok teckay 1 Ehink. chat » revelusonary b Sun Tt s
nvagh encvunsgrd the cotablishmen of drrarrment wores thvsghen
na Howewer, Sun. comemamed 1o Chana's modermainon and natsonal
rreonstricin, wam nterevied in the department o s s comoepe and as
i smermic 0 help modernise China. He saw the sereing up of departmen:
wenees and the building of adwas 10 bk up dflcrent parts of China 1 #
e of croeame wealth and Ty

For the Shanghai buildings, Lam Wox uilised the latest technolog

scameimes weng granice stones shigped Fom Quarry A, Hong Koeg

| Lam woo

where be had ohamed & permit from the gosrnment 1o mune them

After building the department stores, Lam buik the Bank of Fast Asia
which was designed by G. H. Gonda (8 #). an illustrious Austrian archi
tect i Shanghat. 3t the junction of iukisng (.0} Road and Sichuan (1971

Roond The hak bhad rhe mnee srinm large. e e hanking hall

swith marbie counter. floor and walls. it was served by an Otis elevator. a
novelty at that time. Later other banks abo moved o the neighbour
oo 1o b knvown as “the Wall Serect of Shanghai”

Fiure %3 flank of Fas A 1 Shangha ¢ 1o

Shanghai Bund 5%

IR SERIT AR

1L, Buildings along Shanghai Bund
A. HSBC Building - Shanghai

Use of Hoag Kang granite in bailding are detailed in the following articles

o the Monghong and Shamghiai Bank
N 2pp. 17118

February 1920 The Far Favien Kevew Vol XVE

2 "Way-foong” The Olive Leaf Jume 1921 The Far Fasiom Review Vol XV11 No_ 6, pp 147182

3 TWay-foong™ The Hongkony snd Shanghai Baaking Corparatwn July 1923 The Far Fastern Review . Vol

XIX No 7 pp 448-45¢

¥ HSHC Buthling Stangha
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EHERE A Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum, Nanjing 1929
A LR

B. New Custam [louse Shanghai LSRR L EE Pt g

. Sun Yat-sen Mausolcum in Nanjing, RISTP LM

entrame pate

@ Chinese Maritime Customs Building

New Custom House. etc.

The werk of laying the foundations progresses
siower than was anticpated The contractors find i
dficult to obian a regular supply of broken stone from
the North River - owing 1o pracy, which of course mier. = - .
feres with transport arrangements: and also 10 unexpected . -
delays at the aquarry dself On one occasion, recently
four of five of ther Junks were held up about 30 mies
from here a ‘ -
Qunboat to conviy them down The large stone from
Hongkeng for the granre facng has now bagun 1o anve
™ hope that a reguiar supply vall be forthcommg 1t
15 beng brougl
site on the Bund - to facitate s final transport across
the “new Bund road” #t will be necessary 1o temporanty lay
kght tramimes. of about cne foot gauge. and camy each
biock (some of the blocks vall weigh as much as five 1ons)

CMCS - Devennial Reporis 19221931
Shanghai
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Source - Chinese Martime Customs Service - Semi Offical Levers Volume ¥ - Canton 1913.1914

Impon of Hongkong granie for facing of building
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(iv) bty -

(v) LIS ~ boundary wall
(vi) I*i5 - platform

(vily %1% - memorial hall
(vili)  BL% —tomb
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Pages which mentioned use of Hong Kong granite
() TUEE - HK granite not used, used Soochaw granite
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Photo from BAID book



™ B -

" I -boundary wa'

Memorial
Tablet
Pavilion

=

v T (W) ZT —memorisihal (i) K - tomb

v (D - boundary wall
Wil e - platform
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Sun Yat-sen Memorial Cenotaph, Guangzhou 1930 Sun Yat-sen Memorial Cenotaph, Guangzhou
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Sun Yat-sen Memorial Cenotaph, Guangzhou Sun Yat-sen Memorial Auditorium, Guangzhou 1931
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Column, Lintel, Steps, Pavement Footbridge, Pier, Pavement
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15. 1853 Mar 7 - SCMP - Dr S G Davis {alk - Export of HK granite 1o Shanghai Phillipines

14. 1928 March - Application for experiation of Hong Kong granite to Singapore for the and Singapors
construction of Naval Base. Application not supported by the Director of Public Works

(HKRS58-1-148) iTALK ON OLD HONGKONG

IGlnger lndll!lry Established' Soon
After Colony’s Foundation

HAKEKAS ARE STONE EXPERTS
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1 Despatches 1866 Taato Feb  spovial Repont on pracy

. & Captain § e dated 28" Decombier 1868 - Chamene b v and o of a sone
2. Despatches : 1855 May to June - Report on list of piracy B R R ke T K e it o T . B i
13 march 1855 - stone boat captured at cheong sa wan 10 miles by 1 pirate boat I i
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_ . Tsim Sha Tsui (1841 & 1860) 2/
Granite Imported from Tsim Sha Tsui Source: Patrick Hase

to Hong Kong 1846 MmO/ ) K
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Tsim Sha Tsui 1860 4/

Hong Kong

was not just a small fishing village
A well known world class place
in supplying good quality granite
A
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Conclusions 4555

* Hong Kong is abundant in good quality granite,

near to the harbour, [transportation, piracy]

BARATCHEORESE @ 18 > Ex

* Skilled masons from Ng Wah (Hakka) {AZEA [

* For local construction ZsHh 7%

For export {1

Employment i3 ABiEEH (38%) and
revenue UYZ A ELH (1-2%)

Hong Kong

A small fishing village but

the great granite exporter
FaEs
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