


Right : Late Neolithic pot with combed design.
Sha LoWan headland, Lantau, Hong Kong.

: Late Neolithic pot with combed design,
Yung Long, Tuen Mun, Hong Kong.

{Photograph by John Fung)
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FOREWORD

In the fifties, when [ was a student at the University of Hong Kong, T often went to Lamma Island
for field trips with Professor F.S. Drake, who was one of the founders of the University Archacological
Team. There, we were able to pick up pottery fragments and stone artefacts from rice fields or by the
roadside. Our favourite spots were the west coast, particularly the Yung Shu Wan, Hung Shing Yeh
and Tai Wan which have now been largely built up or excavated. It was also in this area Fr. D. Finn
found his painted pottery in 1933, a time which roughly was contemporaneous with the finding of the
Yangshao painted pottery in North China. While the discovery of painted pottery in the north was
followed by systematic study and official excavation, the finding of painted pottery in the south
interested only a few university teachers and scholars, Archacological excavations in Hong Kong, for
the next three decades, remained sporadic and unprofessional.

However, ten years ago, there was a growing interest in local archacology in Hong Kong, from
government and institution circles to individuals. Last year, there were even five excavation leams
working at the same time. This must be some kind of a record for a small place like Hong Kong. The
past few years witnessed thriving archaeological activities. Excavations and research have yielded
massive material and some important finds. We believe that our work and findings should be shared
with archacologists and scholars in the field. Hence a regional conference is organized which provides
an opportunity for archacology specialists to come to exchange views and experience, and to discuss
matlers concerning pre-historic culture, conservation, legislation and new laboratory techniques. The
response has been encouraging, despite our short notice; we have received over forty papers and
reports which form the contents of this rather impressive volume.

Now it remains for me 1o express my grateful thanks to the participants who responded speedily
and punctually, for their scholarly articles, the Land Development Corporation and the Lord Wilson
Heritage Trust which supported us right from the beginning, for their generous sponsorship, the
Antiquities & Monuments Office, particularly its Executive Secretary, Mr. Yip Cho-hong and its
Curator, Mr. Chiu Siu-tsan and their team, for their co-operation and staunch support, and to the
University Museum Curator, Mr. Yeung Chun-iong, chief organizer and chief editor, for a herculean
lask well done.

Michael Lau

Executive Director

The University Museum and Arnt Gallery
The University of Hong Kong
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