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Fig. 3 Archaie character for “thunder™
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Fig. 4 Rock carving at Po Toi
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Fig. 10 Rock carving at Wong Chuk Hang
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The Meaning and Function of Ancient Rock Carvings in Hong Kong

Yeung Chun-tong

This paper is an attempt 1o race oul

some reasons why carly Hong Kong

abitanis, the Yue people, made rock

carvings. The carvings, except two of

them, are found on coastal rocks in

desolate seashores and small outlying

islands. The carved designs are basically

geomelrie,

(1)

3

Rock carving
and 2)

The lower Shek Pik carving is
composed of spirals and cireles
which resemble the archaic
character for “thunder’. The upper
Shek Pik carving has two patlerns,
both  of he the
pictographic forms of the Chinese
character Tor ‘cropland’. As objects

al Shek Pik (Figures 1

which may

of worship, the “thunder’ and
‘cropland” designs represent lwo
mysterious natural forces, the

heaven and earth, respectively.

Rock carving at Po Toi {Figures 4
and 6)

The left design in Figure 4 reveals a
similarity o the archaic character
for ‘mother” (Figure 5). The
geometric design atl the right may

symbolise a human form for
“father’, This group of carvings was
probably

waorship.

made  for  ancestral

Rock carving at Kau Sai (Figure 7}
It resembles the Po Toi carving Tor
“father” (Figure 4).

[ Abstract]

4)

(5

()

(7

Rock carving at Cheung Chau
(Figure ¥)

Though it is difficult to give a
specilic meaning for this carving.

the lines and tiny holes comprising

the design are stylistically similar 1o

other rock carvings in Hong Kong.

Rock ca
9}

With o size of 18O cm x 240 cm. itis
the largest known rock carving in

ving al Tung Lung {Figure

Hong Kong. The designs are
actually two characters, wee and e
Wuhu was recorded as a Yue tribe
which had once been active in the

Gunagdong and Guangxi provinces.
The design at the right in Figure ¥ 15
a pictograph for wi, literally
meaning crow. The one al the lefi
looks Tike a tiger swallowing a
human figure. It is a symbolic form
This
arving  was  probably a
houndary stone of the Wuhu tribe.

of the character, fie, 1. 1

rock

Rock carving al Wong Chuk Hang
(Figure 104

One of its designs may be a female
dancer wearing a bird-shape hat.

Pictographs show
head-ornaments
popularly used by Naxi people in
Southwest China (Figure 11).

1 figures with

various Were

Rock carving at Big Wave Bay
{Figure 12)
Snake,

toad and tortoise were




()

closely associated with the Yue
people’s daily life. It is believed
that the Big Wave Bay carving

as one of their tribal otems,
for its central design may symhbolise
a giant toad, Mythical figure of
similar nature is found decorated on
ancient bronze unearthed in South
China (Figure 14).

Rock carving at Lung Ha Wan
(Figure 15)

The function of this carving is
uncertain. The design consists of
many irregular lines which have
from

been  suffered

weathering,

SCVETC

In comparison, the rock carvings in
Hong Kong comprise many absiract
patterns, while those in Mainland China
usually depict realistic pictures of
animals, human fgures and landscapes.
For example, the Zhuhai rock carving in
Guangdong (Figure 16) can be identified
as humans and boats. However, the carved
designs at Huaan of Fujian province
(Figure 17) are of special significance
because they are inscriptions mstead of
soomorphic forms, Although there are no
definite answers for the meaning or
function of the rock carvings in Hong
Kong, we can be sure that they were made
in the bronge age, 1.¢. the period hetween
the Western Zhou (c. 1100 - 771 B.C.)and
the Eastern Zhou dynasty (770-256 B.C.).
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CHINESE DYNASTIES

Xia Dynasty

Shang Dynasty

Western Zhou Dynasty

Eastern Zhou Dynasty
Spring :and Autumn period
Warring States period

(Qin Dynasty

Han Dynasty
Western Han Dynasty
Xin Dynasty
Eastern Han Dynasty

Three Kingdoms

Jin Dynasty
Western Jin Dynasty
Eastern Jin Dynasty

MNorthern & Southern Dynasties
Morthern Dynasties
Southern Dynasties

Sui Dynasty

Tang Dynasty

Five Dynasties

Liao Dynasty

Song Dynasty
Northern Song Dynasty
Soathern Song Dynasty

Kin Dynasty

Yuan Dynasty

Ming Dynasty

Qing Dynasty

21st-16th Cent. B.C.
16th-11th Cent. B.C.

11th Cent.-771 B.C.
770— 256 B.C.
770 — 476 B.C.
475 — 221 B.C.

221 — 207 B.C.
200 B.C. — AD. 220
206B.C. —AD. 8

AD. 9 —23
AD.25—72H)
AD.220— 265
AD. 265 —420
AD. 265 —316
AD. 317 —420
A 420 — 589
AD 3RO — 58]
AT 420 — 589
A, 581 — 618

AD 6IB —907
AD, 907 — 960
AD 916 —1125
AD. 960 — 1279
AD. 960 — 1127
AD. 1127 — 1279
AD 1115 — 1234
AD.1271 — 1368
AD. 1368 — 1644
AD. 1644 — 1911
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