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Salvage excavation at the late Neolithic site at
Sha Lau Tong Wan, Ma Wan

Chau Hing-wah

The archacological team of Hong
Kong Museum of History conducied a 6-
week salvage excavation from December
1991 to January 1992 at Sha Lau Tong
Wan, Ma Wan, before the site was
bulldozed for the construction of the
Lantau Fixed Crossing. Sha Lan Tong
Wan is a bay situated at the southeastern
coast of Ma Wan (Fig. 1), where Cheung
Chau granite of the Upper Jurassic period
was outcropped. Behind and parallel to
the modern beach is an old sand bar of
about 100m long and 5 to 6m above sea
level. Towards the southern end of this
sand bar is a small steam flowing from the
surrounding hilly area into the sea. As the
bay is sheltered and fresh water can easily
be found, it is an ideal living place for
ancient folks and in fact, late Neolithic
cultural deposit was discovered in the old
sand bar during an archacological survey

conducted by the Chinese University
archaeological team in 1991,

During this 6-week excavation, 18
trenches covering a total area of 350m?
were dug (Fig. 2,3). It was found that
cultural deposit at the southern portion of
sand bar had been badly disturbed by
massive sand removal for building
purpose in the post war years. Fortunately,
the northern portion of the sand bar still
remained intact and cultural deposit of late
Neolithic period was found at about Slcm
below ground level (Fig. 4). In sq. 4F, 4
holes with diameter ranging from 19-25
cm were found. As three of them were
arranged almost in a straight hine, these

holes may be interpreted as post-holders
{Fig. 5). Insq. 3E, 4 pieces of large pebble
stones, 30-35 cm in length, were found
lying horizontally almost at the same level
with a flat and smooth surface facing
upward (Fig. 6). The arrangement of these
pebbles suggested that they might be the
seats of the Neolithic folks.

Finds from the late Neobithic cultural
layer were mainly pottery and stone
artifucts. Potteries were divided into 2
fabric types : coarse ware and sofl
carthenware. A simple sherd count
revealed that coarse wares account for
80% of the sherds while soft earthenware
only 20%. The coarse wares were often
decorated with cord pattern while the soft
earthenwares  were  stamped  with
concentric rings or lozenge and raised dot
designs. Altogether, 9 pieces of pottery
wares were reconstructed and only 2 of
them were soft geometric wares. The site
also yielded 23 pieces of stone artelacts
which include 7 polished adzes, 1
polished spear head, 3 polishing stones, 10
anvils, | pounder and 1 grinding stone.

Based on the typology of the potteries,
the site was dated 1o the late Neolithic
period of the Pearl River Delta area, which
dated between 2200-1500 B C. However,
pottery samples were sent to the Hong
Kong City Polytechnic for thermo-
luminescence dating and 6 dates were
given. The earliest date was 4143+304
while the latest date was 25354239,
covering a fime span of 1700 years which
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15 obviously too long for a Neolithic
cultural phase.

In the Pearl River Delta area, over 100
sites with cultural remains similar to that
of Sha Lau Tong Wan had been
discovered. Among them, 28 sites had
been excavated scientifically. which can
be divided into 2 main groups - the large
shell midden sites in the delta plain area
and the sand bar sites on the islands off the
river mouth. Tt was discovered that the
shell midden sites were often very large,

e.g. the Cuntou site was over 10,000m’

while the Yinzhouw site over 20,000m?, and

they were divided internally into living
ground, burial ground and rubbish
dumping ground. On the contrary, the
sand bar siles were very small, often less
than 1,000m* and the finds were not rich.
It was therefore proposed that the shell
midden sites were in fact the long term
living base of the Neolithic folks while the
sand bar sites were just seasonal out-posts
for hunting and fishing.




