]

F AR A 3 A 2R e (X A4 PR E

P R BB Y R - M AR
BEiEEhE o [ HETS000E ST 4l ) = 1971-1977
AF T {35 o B R A B ol o USSR B AN D
E i AR o B AR T A
JCM AT o G R - BT BB
o ELEURTY o FLIRE U TR IR AL 42
HEE st 3t T 5 1 IR SR IR I o Tl i AR 1078
AL (Y B A A sy —
Mo LU R (R o TR S AR O AR
05 b LG TR o Hoen T
LR 2 B & s U R (10 R =
el Y T ERRRE R A M oL
CHER A A R T e Ry
R Y — A B+ W AT - LUR B
rHl g -

H

OO s fEEL - E2RESTE IR
RS- 23 IR ) - PR
FERL)-OHE » R FEEC1- 1408 o +3ER{RIFRGE
15 =1 » By — TR - R
B T SE—fFaiE - —FEROm
115 0 R 5 48 o EC R B PR LY - e
T LA R - oTAE I M0 + S
AR EE » RELLIL WM - 85 09 GE Rl 2E
i FTHECS RS @) ISURANLT «  KEER
TR NS 8 KR
Froo 808 e BT o il L R o Sk
FAREALAN2- 1500 A = KEE AL - 1
¥ 0 SR e — i )
O 3R ETRA L o R AR TN o g
FE LR T AT e =) ¢ 1 Rk
B R ol LUE SRR » (D505
55— 4 b VU RO A i S A
LORRIFLA » 2 770 ok SRR S B Ay o

I 4 T

FE I LAt Er - AL AT
CA R o R R DT A b b
i AR K H PO S I -
I L (TR 38 ~ T - JENE S - R R
T e FEE R O SHIE b U R AT T
e T 7 bk ey 2 5 I J e o o B A SR AT R Y
e o (OFEHTIE - P B B e A ok
SEMT SR o IR AR 1 (L Rt B
i~ O 8 £ 8RR - BRI ER 1
1 s FEAF IS - k¥~ T REE - BiRK
SR B R BT - MEACTTHRLL - KRR
B BTN CIRL A A2
e L4~ MOES SRR o (R RRN R SE
MR G - HRVIR S » RIS - E L
MRS » ok B B K S AL A0 AF + (K

R R < T L oA i B 1)
AR = W oA P - TP AT Rl
WYRFEE S » TSR ERER o A RO R R LRI
ALty Ao S A i e R A A K HER S 0 (O
LR - B T - RS
AR A e bR A R 0 B LT AT R R
i ik E AL AT R TS AR - fih
BUHR A B LART » AF PR AT RO A
KEE AT EHRE o P AR E TR
SLBFE  GRERATESE o (At kA I Lyl
B 5 flal T S AR — BRI - TR
RELMA SR - WM
SR A SRR N BRI T - L A
HEL RO ) S ey P B 3 - PR RO Y ol
T G S AR R b — i
TLR e SEIROTTER » TEHLIE IR Y A
AlfE AR B T O FReR =

BEBROY T HERL | LT A A

Au Ka-fat : Associate Research Fellow, Centre for Chinese Archacology and Art,

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
PR ¢ A HE SO A O R ITE DL TE R

=

479



L

cHiwd
@.__r'-—"'

Ly
[

M‘-}}'}m 1§ 3

LAWY

LAMMA ISLAND

480

P B R A A A
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Neolithic Remnants of Human
Sacrifice in Sham Wan, Hong Kong

The
archaeological site at Sham Wan, Lamma
Island was followed by five excavations
undertaken by The Hong Kong
Archacological Society from 1971 to
1977 and the publication of Sham Wan,
Lamma Island and Archacologival Site
Study in 1978, The publicised data are of
nce 1o the study of
prehistoric archagology in Hong Kong.

identification ol the

tremendous sigmf

15 10 23 tombs were discovered in
Stratum F below test squares E1, E2 and
E5. 4 10 9 of the tombs were for
inhumation, 3 of which comparatively
well-preserved; human skull, teeth and
long hones accompanied by stone ring,
stone adze and two corded poltery jars
were unearthed in square E1. 11 to 14 of
the tombs yielded cremated remains.
These tombs were all located on one side
ol the inhumation sites, in square E2x.
Abundant charred skull fragments
belonging to 12 to 15 individuals and
showing signs ol intentional breakage
were uncovered: teeth and other bones
were extremely scarce while mortuary
objects totally absent. Also among the
finds were a few jawbones (one of which
belonged to an animal) with symptoms of
malnutrition and 3cm perforations drilled

Au Ka-lat

[ Abstract]

after death. These clues have come
together to suggest that these burial
remains were not
cremations. Rather, they were likely 1o be
vestiges ol human sacrifice related to the

from customary

head-hunting and man-cating customs
prevalent in some ancient tribal societies.

Historical records have indicated that
the bellicose nature of the Yue people in
southern China had given rise (o
numerous battles between different tribal
societies, Due 1o the surplus of human
labour and the need of human sacrifice for
religious and ancestral worship, the
defeated were usually captured and
slaughtered instead of enslaved. The
historical incident behind the fragmented
skulls may be conjectured as follows: ¢
group of 12 1o 15 men being captured by
their enemy; their heads cut down for
sacrificial use; their flesh eaten up and
bones sucked up; their heads cremated in
front of the enemies’ ancestral tombs and
then buried there iogether with ornaments

made from perforated jawbones, If this
hypothesis is proved (o be tenable, the
related finds in the Sham Wan site would

be the earliest vestiges of human sacrifice
ever found in South China,




