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Wu Zengde - Administrative Officer, Shenzhen Administrative Committee of Cultural Relics, China
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The Preservation and Exploitation of Cultural Relics in Shenzhen

Adopted in 1952 and amended in 1991
by the Standing Commitice of the
National People's Congress, the PRC Law
of Cultural Relics Preservation has been
established  and  implemented  1n
compliance with a series of rules and
regulations promulgated by the National
Bureau of Cultural Relics. This paper
contains a selective introduction ol the
provisions related to the duties ol the
cultural relics preservation units and the
control over the cultural relics markel.

The cultural relics preservation units
national-wide
hierarchy. They are required to delimil,
label, record and take care of the cultural
relies falling within the sphere of their
co-ordinate  with
archaeologists in field researches. In order
to prevent the loss of cultural relics to
foreign hands, the sales of these items are

are  organised in a

concern, and (o

monopolised by state-operated shops:
private trading is strictly forbidden:
leaving China without effective export
licences issued by relevant authonties is
considered illegal; smuggling is a serious
crime.,

Shenzhen has launched a series of
plans in the preservation of cultural relics.
Around four hundred archacological sites,

ancient  tombs  and  monumental
establishments have been identified and
so far thirty-six of them are to be benefited
from the preservation schemes. Finaneial
subsidies have been obtained from the
Shenzhen municipal gevernment, local
museums, commercial organis:

people inhabiting around the relics.

lons and

During the past five years, a number of
archacological  investigations  and
excavations have been conducted in
various localities in Shenzhen. The most

sigr

ficant ones include the middle
Neolithic
Dahuang, the Bronze Age sites al
Dameisha and Dieshishan, the Han tombs
at Nantou and the South Dynasties tombs
al Tiezaishan. Some of the remains are

sites at Xiantouling and

very rare and unique. These excavations
have revealed many valuable data useful
to the study of the history of Shenzhen.

Shenzhen has done a good job in
fighting against the smuggling of cultural
relics, and many valuable relics have been
reverted in the past few years. Presently
there are only two museums in Shenzhen,
but the number will increase to at least
eight in the very near future o cope wilh
the cultural and economic boom of the
city.




