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Mai Yinghao : Honorary Director. Guangzhou Municipal Musewm. China
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Wooden platform of the OQin dynasty shipyard
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Excavation at the site of the Qin dynasty shipyard
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Excavation, Preservation and Utilization
Examples of Field Archaeology in Guangzhou

Modern  archacology  was  first
introduced into Guangzhou in the 193()'s,
but diggings were never frequent until the

19507s  when  large scale  capital

construction works in the city called for
the co-ordination  of  extensive
archaeological researches and salvaging
excavations. Since the 197(Vs, three

important sites have been brought to light,

namely the tomb of the second king of

Southern Yue, the palace remnant ol the
first king of Southern Yue and the Qin
dynasty shipyard.

The tomb of Zhao Mo, the second king
of Southern Yue. was discovered and
excavated in 1983, As far as tomb size and
quantity of finds are concemned, it is the
mosl prominent stone-structured tomhb
ever found in the Lingnan region, 1l ook a
whole decade to complete the excavation
of the site. the maintenance and
preservation of the tomb and its artefacis,
and the setting up ol a museum in sifu.
The Venice Charter was constantly
consulied w make sure that preservation
methods and processes were correct in all
aspects. This project represents a
successful implementation of the Stale's
policy in the preservation and utilization
of important  relics.  Before this,
archaeologists have tried 1o preserve
various  ancient tombs  but failed
eventually due to restrictions of all kinds.

R
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The palace remnant of Zhao Tuo, the
first king of Southern Yue, was located at
Zhongshansilu in Guangzhou. Directly
under it was the site of a Qin dynasty

shipyard originally founded on a riverside

beach. Tentative excavations conducted
in 1975 and 1994 have uncovered three
parallel wooden platforms on which
wooden ships with a tonnage from 20-60
were built, Structurally, they are quite
similar 10 the present day railways.
Excavation would cover as much as 7000
square metres of the area. The platforms

xd dn o sifie with @ museum

will be prese
sel up right on it while the rest of the site
will be turned into a cultural complex to
be numed Xinde Cultural Square. This isa
fine example of how cultural relics can be
preserved  without  obstructing  the
ceonomic development of the city.

Guangzhou 1s a city of great historical
and cultural significance. Since numerous
localities are going to be developed or
reconstructed, salvaging excavations are
under immense pressure. Fortunalely,
guidelines set by the State have been most
helplful in achieving an equilibrium

between the preservation of cultural relics

and the modernization of the city.




