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Context in Use

New Archacology emerged in the
1960°s and 1970's shows improvements
not enly in archacological theories, but
also in studies in support of these theories,
Remarkable advances and changes have
been noted in the techniques of excavation
and information recording. Stratigraphy
alane has failed o provide sufficient
information about the structural and
chronological relationships between
finds. It s

15t such a backdrop that a
systematic approach in excavation known
as "context” has come into existence.

The position of a find on a site and its
relationship to its immediate surroundings
is known as its context. Or in Buzer's
words,  "context  implies  a four-
dimensional spatial-temporal matrix that
comprises both a cultural environment
and a nonculivral environment”. The
extent of a context may range from a
single artefact 1o a cultural stratum or even
a constellation of sites, depending on the

scale of the excavation. To study the finds

or siles  from  their  natur and

archaeological context would reveal
about their
hackground and coexistent relationship.

information historical
Based on information from dilferent
contexts, archacologists can lind out the
correlations between individual finds and
sites, the pattern of human activities, the
imteraction  of

human  and natural

Li Long-lam

| Abstract |

behaviours, and eventually reconstruct the
natural environment in which ancient
people lived. The correct and systematic
use of context enables more elficient

organization of the information.

Context sheets can act as checklists of

information to be recorded. A context
sheet 1s usually designed to contain the
following information: { 1) the positioning
of the context in relation 1o the whole

environment, {2) the unigque attribute of

qach  context as indicated by it
appearance and natural property, (3)
description of its constituent  and
determination of its nature, (4) the
relationship of the context with its
immediate surrounding. (53) a tentative
dating and {6} miscellaneous remarks (o

Facilitate future re-examination.

The context many
advantages. [ts concept is scientific, its

system  has
data reliable and recording
comprehensive. The context sheets are
handy and the data can be itemized in a
standard  form to facilitate further

categorization and analysis.

The unigue connotation ol context has
made it difficult w find an equivalent term
in Chinese. Archacologisis are still

“king their brains in order to get one.




