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Prehistoric Culture in the Estuarine Area of the Pearl River

The sinuous coastlines and large number
of off-shore islands encompassing the
estuary of the Pearl River have yielded
countless bays, lagoons and shallow waters
with abundant aguatic resources. Human
occupation around here can be traced back
to prehistoric times, and a distinct coastal
culture prevailed from 4000-1500 BC.
Remains of this culture are prolific in
sandbar and beach sites.

So far, over eighty sandbar sites have
been identified along and off the coasts
encompassing the Pearl River estuary, and a
number of them were excavated. The past
decade was a significant era in the study of
culture in this

prehistoric region.

Archaeologists  have  successfully
established a relative chronology through
stratigraphic and typologic compari

and ana

NS

cross-referred by scientifically

confirmed datings.

Six successive phases have been worked
out. The carliest prehistorie deposits,
characterized by an assemblage of chipped
stone implements and the absence of pottery
artefacts, were found on an island to the east
of the estuary (Dongwan Phase 1), Round-

Zeng Qi

[ Abstract]

bottom, ring-fool and leg-supported pottery
vessels in the styles of fu, guan and pan
were commonly found in other prehistoric
sites. The evolution of decorative motils
from: cord-marked and incised 1o painted
pattern to geometrical pattern is obvious.

Investigations on ancient shorelines has
revealed that sandbar sites encompassing
the present Pearl River estuary including the
front edge of the present delta were located
in fact on islands south of the receded
shorelines OO00-3500 vears ago. Cultural
remiins have suggesied the predominance
of fishing economy. It is also possible that
these localities were only scasonal
ted from

habitations for populations orig
contemporancous sandbar sites far back in
the delta. One of the evidences to support
this is the presence of one or two
intermitient layers in most sandbar sites.
With the emergence of such a maritime
culture, the restriction on economy caused
by the fluctuation of sea level gradually
diminished. Fishing-hunting cconomy
continued to tlourish on these sandbar sites,
cven after the commencement of the Bronze
Agpe,




