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The Prehistoric Kiln Sites
and Ceramic Industry of Fujian

Dongzhang in Fuging county and
Xuanshishan in Minhou county are the first
two localities in Fujian 1o yield prehistoric
kiln remnants, Seven kilns with horizontal-
pits were found in the middle layer of
Xuanshishan. They were similarly
constructed with small kiln chambers no
bigger than | metre in diameter. In 1990,
twenty-three kilns dated from the Xia to
early Shang period were uncovered in
Hulushan. These kilns also have horizontal-
pits but they vary areatly from each other in
direction, size and plan, possibly designed
to suit the production of different types of
potteries. Chimneys were erected behind the

kiln chambers for semi-inverse draught
firing.

The earliest assemblage of potteries
ated from Fujian was uncarthed from

[SRUeH

Kegiutou in Pingtan county. Dating 1o
around 3500-6000 years ago, these artefacts
include a variety of hand-made and low-
fired daily-use vessels of poor qualily. Some
of them are decorated with shell-incised or
other simple incised motifs. The early stage
of the Xuanshishan culture was similar 1o
the Kegiutou culture but slightly more
advanced, while the lale stage saw
considerable improvements in its pottery
industry evidenced by the increase of
pottery styles, the predominance of wheel-
thrown vessels and the growth of production
scale, During the Xia and carly Shang
period, there was a remarkable growth in the

ceramic industry of Fujian, chy
an increase in vessel type, deco

and technique: the emergence of innovative
pigments and motifs; an increase of hard
pottery to cover more than one-third of the

total yield; the emergence of large vessels:
an obvious improvement in kiln struciure
and production seale. The most typical kiln
site of the late Shang and carly Zhou period
were uncovered from Huoangtulun, It
revealed the prevalence of a tvpe of neatly
potted and beautifully shaped hard pottery
with highly porcelaincous bodies
unique stamped motifs. Proto-celadons also
emerged. Throughout the Zhou dynasty,

and

stamped hard pottery and a rich variety of
areen wares (celadons) co-existed in Fujian,
pushing the ceramic industry of the region
to its peak.

The ceramic industry of prehistoric
Fujian is closely related 1o the remarkable
improvements of its kiln technolesy. The
route of its development is obvious: (1)
Kilns were very primitive as seen from
Kegiutou culture: (2) kilns improved and
workshops emerged in the late stage of
Kuanshishan culture; (3) production scale
grew further during the period from Xia to
carly Shang, and proto-glaze began 1o
appear: (4 stamped hard pottery prevailed
from Late Shang o early Zhou while glazed
al their
dawning stage; (5} stamped hard pot

pottery and proto-celadons we

glazed pottery and celadons were all
popular throughout the Zhou dynasty, and
“dragon kilns” were probably in use during
this period.




