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Frog design
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Tentative Interpretations of the Decorative Motifs on Prehistoric Painted
Pottery Uncovered from the Estuarine Area of the Pearl River

Thousands of prehistoric sites have
been identified in the estuarine area of the
Pearl River but only around a hundred
were excavated. Painted pottery ol carly
Neolithic period predominated by ring-
foor basins were uncovered in twenly
localities. The unigue acsthetie perception
of the early Neolithic people was vividly
displayed in the rich repertory of
geomeiric motifs and stylistic images
created by endless combinations of dots,
lines and colour patches. Water of all
forms were frequently depicted while
animals and plants were abstractly
represented. Stylistically, they differ
considerably from the puinted pottery of
the Yangshao culture in the Central Plain,
but as long as decorative technigue is
concerncd, the two do share some
similarities.

These abstract images were not

capricious depictions for mere decoration.
They represent something tangible,
usually living things, in the daily life of
the early Neolithic people and there were
lots of implications behind them. A
knowledge in the rhythmic features and
regularities of their composition s

essential (o the correct interpretation ol

these images. For instance, a wavy line
with circles al both ends might denote a
snake while an elongated lozenge with a
marked comer might mean o fish, With
the aid of these "codes™. it is discovered
that apart from the water and wave motils
aencrally accepted by archacologists, the
painted pottery in the estuarine arca of the

Pear] River also carry stvlistic images of

frog, fish, snake and plant.

The choice of subject matter is another
topic of interest. The images did not come
by chance, but were objects extremely
familiar o the ancient people, something
they deeply loved or even adored. They
were honest reflections of the acsthetic
and natural concept shared by the
members of a tribal society. Their close
relationship with prehistoric olemistic
cult is obvious. It is very likely that the
water-related motifs, as well as the frog,
(ish. snake and plants depicted on the
painted pottery in the arca encompassing
the Pearl River estuary were totems or
tribal emblems of the "Hundred Yue"
people,




