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A Brief Discussion on the Shouldered and Stepped Stone Implements in
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Hainan Island

Yang Shiting

Shouldered  and  stepped  stone
implements are both Neolithic artefacts;
the former a typical find of the Huanan
region and the latter the southeastern
seaboard. The “shoulders™ of the
implements are in fact symmetrical
notches deliberately chipped out on its
sides 1o Tacilitate the fixing of handles.
The “step”™ or furrow across the upper
back of a stone implement was intended

for a similar purpose. The co-existence of

steps and shoulders on some implements
has to certain extent reflected the

ntegration of different cultures,

The shouldered and stepped stone
inplements of Guangdong and Hainan
Island can be discussed in five groups
with  reference  to their regional
distributions, (1) North Guangdong -
uncovered mainly from hillocks and

caves, Stepped artefacts predominate,

mixed ones come next and stepped ones
last, (2) Eastern Guangdong - uncovered
mainly from hillock sites. Stepped
examples outnumber shouldered ones:
mixed ones are comparatively scarce. (3)
Pearl River Deltu area - uncovered mamly

from hillocks and shellmounds, Tt has

yielded the largest number and the
greatest variety of shouldered examples,
followed by mixed ones and then stepped
ones. (4} Western  Guangdong -
shouldered artefacts predominate, mixed

ones come next and stepped ones last. (5)
Southern Guangdong {including Hainan
IsTand before its upgrading) - shouldered
stone artefacts co-exist with coarse

pottery in s late Neolithic deposits.

So far, around 500 picces of stone axes
and adzes have been uncovered from over

40 localities in Hong Kong. Shouldered

=
ones amount o 16%., stepped ones 14%
and mixed ones 10%. The percentage of
shouldered examples is relatively small
compared with the shellmound and
hillock sites of the Pearl River Delta area,
but quite comncides with other sandbar
sites along the coastal region. The writer
disagrees with the periodisation of stone
artefacts in Hong Kong put forward by
some archacologists, Through tvpological
analysis of the shouldered and stepped
stone artefacts unearthed from Sham Wan
and Yung Long in Hong Kong. and a
comparison ol these artelacts with some
typical examples in Guangdong, he
beligves that the Hong Kong linds should
be later in date than the inland ones. Da
Wan and Ma Wan also yiclded a
distinctive kind of stepped stone adzes
which is rarely seen in Guangdong. Since
similar examples have been uncovered in
Fujian, Zhejiang, Jangxi, Taiwan and the
Philippines, 11 is very likelv that these

adzes onginated from these regions.




