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Problems and Suggestions Related to Archaeological Research
of Sandbar Sites, and Discussion on the Dating of the
Stone Yazhang Unearthed from Tai Wan, Lamma Island

Xu Henghbin

During the last decade, over a hundred
sandbar sites have been identificd along
and ofT the shores of the Pearl River
Estuary. The finds have thrown light on a
number of studies bul at the same time
evoked a series of problems and debates,

of which the most controversial is |

around the dating of the stone vazheny
uncovered from Tomb 6 in Tai Wan,
Lamma Island.

The writer points out that the reliability
of the dating methods are 10 be doubied.
Some scholars have dated the vazhang by
way of relative chronology with reference
to stratigraphy  without taking into
consideration that: Stratum 2a is a slope-
accumulation and could nol be used as a

primary cultural layer for dating 1o be

based on; Siratum 2b is made up of

deposits from the sea and the backing
hills, which might have caused inaccurate
dating; Stratum 2¢ is a weather-worn
“intermittent laver” devoid ol cultural
remains. Since it is difTicult w find oul
what exact disturbance had the enirance
and sides of the tomb undergone, ilis
unwise to conclude that the tomb is
contemporaneous with Strata 2a and 2b,

The writer disagrees with the way that
some scholars have associated the glazed
pottery box and glased pottery lamb From
Tomb 6 with “similar™ remains (rom
virious Han tombs in inland Guangdong.
In fact, they bear little resemblance to
cach other. Rather, pottery ol similar
styles have been found among the Spring
and Autumn relics uncovered from some
inland sites including the kiln site at
Meihuadun in Guangzhou. Besides,
vachangs were also yielded in culmural
layers daied from the late Neolithic o
carly Bronze Age in several localitics in
Guangdong, 1t is obvious that va-hanug
wits L pre-Han product and the one from
Ta Wan should be ascribed 1o the Westiern
Zhou period.

[n hope of shedding more light on the
study ol sandbar sites, the writer suggests
that scholars should firstly clarily how
badly these sites have been destructed by
storms, sea waves and tides. Sceondly,
they should seek for reliable inland
examples ol primary cultural layers 1o act
as basis Tor relative dating, And lastly,
China and Hong Kong should work eloser
together 1o allow a more ellective
exchuange of information and opinions,
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