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Distribution of bronze daggers in South China and Indo-China
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Bronze daggers found in the Ordos Region
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Bronze daggers with double-ring design

*'ﬂTt.“‘ESL




| B B LI BT R

(=g

ke 81 26 L& 6 127
H 26 23 26 26 4.1

L II—‘—II' - L& : 7 P :(\\/\;

| |
L I
s D || |Re AL
4 = { ) e e | .
e & | o9 17 / \
i N N 7 an \ LD
——— n
TH] E '_ﬁ_'l WO L G [
& 1.2 0.5 0.6 i
u 5l 5.2 5 & 51 4.3
0] ) 5 7 7 ?
*® pried I LS 0 »
ow| — | — [ A ~—
E 153 ) 174 T 165 24.3
T a8 ] 06 I 5.0 45 r/j 6.2
[ 05 r 7 i ? ?
o | Am o L |
% | Bm oS \II / L \f Y / Lo | / 2
# !
':' 2';' ﬂ;’ =Y w7 i 10 A% X
A ({ \},l I .
L] I i
am N pE ¥
o @ Ef;_h.jo
I
§ /A
)
a r)
i
e,
/i
i \ |
r
Hisi
T 276 27.7 24.4 232 30
] 71

Various stvles of bronee daggers with bow-shaped guard and human mask design
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Further Discussion on Bronze Daggers with
Bow-shaped Guard and Human Mask Design

Sofar. the discovery of bronze daggers
with bow-shaped guard and human mask
design is stll limited to a few localities in
South China and Indo-China, These sites
known to be Shek Pik in Hong Kong,
Suyuanshan in Guangdong. Muluocun
and Shitangxiang in Guangxi, and Dong-

son in Vietmam, Since both the
Suvuanshan and Shitangxiang examples
are having a handle with a broader lower
section and a finial with double-ring
design, itis very likely that there is a more
ntimate link between the two.

Stylistically, these bronze daggers can
be divided into three categories: (1) an
underdeveloped bow-shaped guard, as
represented by the Muluocun example; (2)
a well-developed bow-shaped guard and
double-ring design on the finial. as
representedby  the  Suyuanshan and
Shitangxiang cxamples: (3) the bow-
shaped guard is also well-developed but
the finial carries no double-ring design. as
represented by the Shek Pik and Dong-son
examples. The same order is applicable to

their dates,

While seme scholars have associated
the human mask motifs with prehistoric
head-hunting activities, the writer has a
different opinion. Their possible role as

Tang Chung

the symbol of an ancient cult is s

by the homc ks and

neity of the ma

further

confirmed by the feather-liked

depictions rac

The radiation certainly represents brilliant

iting from around them,

rays of light or some kind of supernatural
power, It is probable that the masks are
humanised images ol ancient divinities,
Similarly, the human mask designs on
some Pre-Qin jades are endowed with

rehigious elements,

We  should bear in mind  that
archacolegical finds are nol simply
evidence of the material culture of the
ancient people, but are also honest
reflections of their spiritual ¢

nsions,
However. there are scholars who still
doubt the reliability of the latter. Modern
archacology has cvolved towards the
direction of reconstructing the spiritual
world of the ancient people through the
imvestigation of their material culture. The
bronze daggers with bow-shaped guard
and human mask design represent a kind
of faith being visualised on the weapons
of the southern regions of China. The
proximity ol Shitangxiang  in
southwestern Guangxi to Vietnam can
passibly explain the discovery of a similar
example from the Tater,




