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A Late Prehistoric Burial System in Indonesia: Additional Notes on

Gilimanuk, Bali
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Late Prehistoric Burials

Many forms of interment of the dead
have existed during the late prehistoric
perivd on the big island of western
Indones

15 well as onthe smaller islands in
the eastern part of the archipelago. Two
main systems of burving during this period
are observable which is the uncovered
burials or hurials without the use of
containers (open burials) and the covered
burials or burials using containers made of
stong/rock,  earthenware and  metal.
Uncovered burials include the primary and
the secondary burials, while covered burials
used various sorts of contaimers of stone
(stone-cist, sarcophagus, stone-chamber,
dolmen grave, stone vat ool -shaped cubical
hollowed stone pillar). earthenware (umn,
jJary and bronze (kettledrum). Each of both
systems comprising one or several
particular forms  (subsystems)  has
developed in contined areas, for instance
uncovered stretched burials in caves of
South Sulawesi and Flores: uncovered
stretehed and secondary burials in Central
Java and Bali, whereas stone chambers are
restricted in South Sumatera, stone cists in
Central Java, dolmen graves in East Java,
stone vats or kalamba in Central Sulawesi,
cubical stone pillars or waruga in North
Sulawesi, sarcophagi in Bali, carthenware

Jurs in Sumba ele.

Both systems could be applied side by
side as such as the burial system at
Plawangan (Central JTava) comprising
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uncovered primary stretched burials and

secondary burials combined with covered
burials using carthenware jars and a bronze
Heger-1 kettledrum: at Anyer (West Java }
comprising covered (earthenware jars) and
ils: at

uncovered (primary stretehed) bur
Kalanganyar (Bali) consisting of covered
(sarcophagi) and uncovered (stretched
primary} buriz and at Gilimanuk
consisting ol uncovered (primary and

secondary) and covered (earthenware jar)
burials.

Research on the late prehisteric burial
systems has been continuously atlempted at
burial sites which are considered as the most
potential because of their extended vet
uninvestigated surrounding areas like the
stone chambers in South  Sumatra,
Ladennba’ s in Central Sulawesi, uncovered

burials in Central Java and Bali, sarcophagi
in Bali, and jar burials in Sumba.

Recent discoveries has been done in Bali
in particular on the burial system al
Gilimanuk which sofar has been known as
an burial site comprising, mainly primary
and secondary burials combmed with jar
burials at some points in the burtal arca,

The Gilimanuk offshoot

The burial site at Gilimanuk is situated
along the southern shore of the Gilimanuk
Bay, Northwest Bali. Excavations started in
1962 after the discovery of fragments of
human  bones, decorated  potsherds,
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fragments of bronze and iron artefacts,
coloured glass beads, and fragments of shell
artefacts on the beach below a ca. 3 meters
high coastal terrace. Until 1993 ca, filly

boxes have been excavated within an area of

+ 400 x 300 m: 120,000 m*/ 10 ha, The

results during 32 vears excavations

comprise human burials, artefacts ol

bronze-iron-gold and shell, animal bones,
coloured glass beads, and complete and
broken earthenware containers,

The focus of this writing will be on
burial system which was implemented
amongst the prehistoric Gilimanuk coastal
people. About 240 buried individuals were
unearthed comprising about 153 adults and
87 children of which 12% were found in
disturbed condition. 30% showed the
stretched as well as the flexed primary
burial position and about 70% were buried
in the secondary disposal. There were
several ways of burying dead persons which

consisted of the primary and the secondary

internment with or without the use of

containers,

Only two covered burials using large
earthenware jars were [ound sofar which
contained primary burial in squatted
position as well as fragmentary secondary
burials of about five individuals. It was
recently accepted that the burials at
Gilin

burials in stretched and flexed positions,

until

anuk mainly comprised primary

secondary burials with special pattern of

skeletal arrangements (skull on top of the
remaining bones) and a very rare jar burial
patiern using two large earthenware jars as
lid and coffin.

Primary burials were frequently found
associated with secondary burials. The
skeletons were wsually provided with

funeral ifls of different sorts of which the
quality and quantity ol goods varied one
from the other. Most frequent was the net
impressed decorated round bottomed
pottery which was placed in several
directions towards the skeleton. Bronze
axes of the small and large type of the local
Bali type, iron lance-heads. iron swords,
gold eye-covers and gold omaments were
provided 10 a number of dead persons who
could have filled certain social status.

ik burial site
il the coast and its rather far distance from
the closest distribution areas of sarcophagi
in the cast (+ 60 km: Busunghiu) and the
southeast (£ 200 km: Ambiarsari) has

The location ol the Gilin

stimulaied the opinion that there could not
have happened intrusion of the sarcophagi
using burial tradition from the hinterland in
the Gilimanuk uncovered burial system,
although there have been discovered two
double jar burials amidst the dominant
uncovered burials.

The
1984 at Gilimanuk was based on the report
of the local inhabitants on the discovery of a
sarcophagus = 30 m southwest from the
Field Museum building. The cover of the
sarcophagus of the Ambiarsan type which
wits miade of yellow-white limestone was

atest excavation executed inomid-

partly damaged during the digging ol o
garbage pit in the back garden of a villager.
The area of discovery has further been
systematically excavated. The excavated pit
measured 5 x 4 m with a depth of 1.5 mand
a North-South orientation with the smaller
side (4 m) sitwated in the North., The
excavation resulted in the uncarthing of the
lid immediately below the cover which was
previously dug out by the villager. A second
sarcophagus (By made of gray wll stone
was discovered about | m on the right side




ol the first discovered sacophagus (A
Sarcophagus B was of the Busungbiu type
which has two rounded flat knobs on the
front side of coffin and lid and single lal,
but broader knob on the back side of coftin
and lid. Human benes were not found but
anly small fragments and several teeth.
Numerous potsherds and several complete
pots were found in close distance of both

sarcophagi, consisting of pots and bowls of

larger size, plates, bowls on stand, a furmice
and other pottery types, some of them were
ornamented with incised (human face with
semicircular eves and long cars, wavy lines,
trisngles ete.) and net impressed pattemns,

The Gilimanuk Sarcophagi

Both sarcophagi of Gilimanuk have
already been disturbed and emptied i older
times before systematic excavation took
place. proved by the stratigraphical
condition ol the excavated pit which seems
to be undisturbed. Sarcophagi B of the
Busunghiu tvpe belongs to the common
Bali type which used geometric principles
to design and decorate sarcophagi 1o place
the corpse in a seemingly boat-shaped
container with the intention o bring the soul

1o his last destination, the land of soul.

Sarcophagus A of the Ambiarsari type
has o very specific meaning regarding the
shape of this object. Beside s symmetrical
form of lid and coftin, which symbolized
the boat with keeled or flat bottom. the lid
was carved inoa very siylistic way
ing the form of the buffalo. This
sarcophagus measures 117 cm in length, 48
cm in breadih and the total height of colTin
and lid 15+ 83.5 cm, The Ambiarsari type
colfin and lid has similar size, form and
carved decoranon on the upper and lower

i II:I] Wy

surface representing the female genitals ina
stylistic form, The colfin mainains its local

Ambiarsari pattern (stvlized female genital
parts) while the lid shows an extension on
one of the small side and another smaller
one on the other small side which look like
unfinished bulTalo heads, This sarcophagus
A still maintains strongly the local
decorative pattern, but is closely related o a
newly discovered sarcophagus at the village
of Munduk Tumpeng. about 37 km
southeast of Gilimanuk. The lid of this
sarcophagus is rather intaet showing a
dynamic stylized female genital pattern.

The entire carving implicates a bold buffalo

with upheaved neck, short horns and
standing on stable legs. The opposite part ol
this head is carved into another bulfalo head
for symmetric neason of whole structure,

The Munduk Tumpeng sarcophagus
give us the idea that the use of this type of
sarcophagus strengthens the goal that after
rehirth the soul will be brought by the
bufTalo, the vehicle of the dead to the Tand of
soul, in a safe and Fast way. This implies the
double meaning of the Munduk Tumpeng
sarcophagus, namely rebirth and the safe
arrival in the land of ancestors,

The occurrence af both sarcophagi,
particularly ol the Munduk Tumpeng tvpe
close 1o the Gilimanuk burial area, as well as
the occurrence of developed type of potlery
{burnished, the human face decoration
which is unigue in this arca etc.) indicate o
late intrusion of the inland sarcophagus
tradition in the Gilimanuk uncovered burial
tradition.

C-14 datings from the newly discovered

sarcophagi  burials  and  intensive
comparative research of pottery here and the
existing  Gilimanuk  pottery.  beside
expansion of excavated arca ol the
Gilimanuk sarcophagi is necessary 1o solve
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internal as well as external correlmions of

the burial tradition in western Bali.
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us A lid; Lateral view: unfinished buffalo head on the i L Gilmmanuk.

Fig. 3 Sarcopha
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15 from Munduk Tumpeng: lid: projection from right upper-comer.




Fig. 7 Red burnished pottery fragment with unigue incised human face motif, Gilimanuk,
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sarcophagt A and B oat Gilimanuk.

Fig. & Decorated porsherds in the context ol
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