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A Study of the Pre-Qin Culture in the Ganjiang-Poyang Basin

The drainage basin of Ganjiang and

Poyang Lake oceupies an extensive area
covering practically the whole ol the
Jangxi provinee in northern Hua nan.

Because of its unigue geographical

settng, it was the converging point of

various ancient cultures. Therefore, the
study of its ancient cullures 1s of great

ilicance 1o Chinese archacology,
HExcavations and rescarches carried out in
the arca over the past four decades have
assembled

successlully NUMEerous

viluable data for scholars to reconstruc

1
clear picture of its Pre-Qin culture and 10
trace the route of its development.

wties i this area can be
traced back (o as early as forty o fifty

Human

thousand years ago. The carly stage of ils
Neolithic culture 1s represented by the site
al Xianrendong: the middle stage by
Shinanshan and Zhengpia'ao: the Late stage
by Shanber.  Zhuweicheng
Fanchengdui, characterised by a farming-
fishing cconomy, clan and tribal socicty.

anl

I'he most typical of Shang cultures are the
Wucheng and Wannian assemblages, the
former being represented by sites al
Wucheng, Duyangzhou and the Shang-
Zhou bronze foundry site at Tongling. The
finds have evidenced the advanced
technological level of the people and the

existence of a regional regime enforced hy

Xu Zhilun

| Abstract|

slave-owners inan inlensily comparable

1o that of the Central Plain.

With the southern expansion ol the
court’s ruling force in the Western Zhou
period, more than two regional regimes
empowered by the Zhou court had come
to exist in the Ganjiang-Povang basin.
During the Spring and Autumn period

T

when the Tron Age was at 1y dawni

stage, this area was  within  the

Jurisdictions of the states of W, Yue and

Chu, but later fell entirely into the hand of
Chu after the other two had been annexed.
Remnants of this peried have revealed that
cultural influence from the Central Plain
had wenkened while local mfluences
prevailed, as exemplified by the burial
assemblage at Xianvanva where Yue

culture predominated.

It is concluded that the Pre-Qin
culture in the Ganjiang-Poyang basin was

founded

inly upon Yue culiure, As 1t
evolved along, numerous disi

ouished
elements from neighbouring cultures were
absorbed into it o form eventually a
unique culture of is own. This regional
culture might then be named "Ganjiang-
Poyang culture” 1o stand in line with the
remarkable Chu culture and Wu-Yue
culture.




