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In

The Sandbar Sites in the Estuarine Area of the Pearl River
Should Not Be for Seasonal Inhabitation Only

It is  generally accepted by
archaeologists and scholars that the large
number of sandbar sites in the estuarine
area of the Pearl River were occupied only
in winter and spring when typhoon did not
prevail. The writer of this paper, however,
holds a different opinion. A number of
arguments  justified by  current
archaeological data have been enumerated
to support his view,

The writer points out that these sites
have an average area of over 10,000
square metres, vast enough for a good part
of the site 1o extend far inland to stay well
away from stormy waves and tidal
harassment. The geographic and
environmental setting of these sites were
favourable for human settlement:
freshwater supply could often be obtained
from nearby streams. The sites also reveal
vestiges of primitive houses, some with
plastered floors and others with stilted
structures  or walttle-and-daub wall
foundations. Though these houses could
hardly withstand typhoon attacks, they
were at least quite stable dwellings for the
sandbar settlers. These sites also yielded
abundant artefacts. among which are a
great variety of locally fabricated pottery
vessels with either plain or decorated
surfaces, and stone implements made

from local pebbles. The discovery of
pottery and stone spindle whorls has
proved that weaving was practised,
probably to produce fabrics for clothing or
to spin out yarns for fishing-nets. Though
a bit inconceivable, bronze casting did
exist in these sites, evidenced by the
discovery of clay and stone mould pieces
for this purpose. The aesthetic appeal and
remarkable workmanship of the sandbar
occupants is suggested by the finely
crafted stone and jade ornaments among
the finds,

As a conclusion, these sandbars were
likely to be inhabited all year round by
populations subsisting mainly on fishing,
supplemented by gathering, hunting and
farming. The suffering brought by the
summer and autumn monsoon was offset
by a bigger catch from the sea in these two
seasons. The coastal location of the
sandbars had made accumulations of
cultural remains relatively thin and
chaotic, which might have evoked
incorrect assumptions. The abundant
natural resources around this region were
ereat attractions to the ancient people and
therefore, comparatively stable
settlements were established despite the
seasonal attack of the hazardous typhoons.




