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Neolithic Cultures in Zhejiang

The province of Zhejiang has vielded
many significant Neolithic sites with a
huge number of valuable finds. Most of
the sites, including those belonging to the
famous cultures of Hemudu, Majiabin and
Liangzhu, are situated at the northern
plain area which is further divided by the
Hangzhou Bay into two regions: Ningbo
and Shaoxing to form one, and Hangzhou,
Jiaxing and Huzhou to form another, The
unique geographic setting of this area had
brought to it abundant natural resources
on which Neolithic settlements subsisted.
Compared with that of the northern plain,
archacological investigations in other
Zhejiang are relatively
underdeveloped and finds scarce.

parts  of

The Ningho-Shaoxing region falls
within the extent of the Hemudu culture.
Since the 1980's, extensive salvaging
excavations and investigations conducted
in this area have brought to light a number
of significant Neolithic sites and tombs
including Cihu and Shaxi in Ningbo,
Ma'an and Xianrenshan in Shaoxing,
Mingshanhou in Fenghua, Tashan in
Xiangshan and Kuahugiao in Xiaoshan.
As for the Hangzhou-Jiaxing-Huzhou
region, it comes within the extent of the
Majiabin and Liangzhu culiures. A
number of Neolithic sites and tombs have
been uncovered. The most representative
ones are Miaogian and Boyishan in
Yuhang: Qianjinjiao, Xubugiao and
Shengjiadai in Haining. Excavations in

Liu Jun

[Abstract|

these two regions have revealed abundant
archaeological data significant to the
study of the Neolithic culture in Zhejiang.

As seen from the finds, the Hemudu
culture is characterised by small stone
axes and adzes, charcoal-filled corded
black pottery with or without coating and
fie with fanged sides; the Majiabin culure
by more refined stone adzes and
perforated axes, black pottery with red
coating and fu with ridged waist; the
Liangzhu culture by finely crafied stone
implements  including  cultivating
instruments, wheel-thrown pottery and a
large variety of exquisitely carved jades.

The correlation between these three
culiures is a question of interest. Some
archaeologists think that they are
successive cultures of the same lineage
while others opine that Majiabin culture is
unlikely to have been developed from
Hemudu culture. The writer is more
inclined to the latter. He points out that the
Hemudu and Majiabin cultures should
belong to two separate yet parallel
systems, but their cultural diversities
became less and less distinet as they
evolved on. Towards the end of the
Meolithic period, different cultures from
the northern plain of Zhejiang had
practically merged into an integrated
whole with only minor regional
differences.




