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Stone mould found in Tangxiahuan
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Stone moulds found in Apowan
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Stone maould found in Apowan
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Stone mould found in Doumen
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A Preliminary Study on Problems Related to Early Bronze Age
Finds in Guangdong: Begin with the Stone Mould
Unearthed from Tangxiahuan in Zhuhai

A recent excavation in the sandbar site of
Tangxiahuan in Zhuhai has brought to light
a large number of valuable artefacts, of
which the most significant is a sandsione
mould-piece uncovered from Stratum 4,
This piece and its missing counterpart will
torm a complete set of bivalve mould for the
casting of a kind of bronze axe. It is the first
of its kind ever obtained through
archaeological  excavation  in  the
Guangdong region. Also uncovered from
the same locality were hundreds of stone
implements and jade omaments. Through a
typological analysis of this mould and its
accompanicd finds, and a comparison of
these finds with other stone moulds and
accompanied artefacts obtained from
Zhuhai and Lechang, it is concluded that the
cultural layer belonged to a period from
mid-late Shang to early Western Zhou. This
period marked the dawning of bronze-
casting industry, in other words, the early
stage of Bronze civilisation in Guangdong,

As far as bronze-casting technique is
concerned. it s quite possible that the early
Bronze culture in Guangdong was greatly
influenced by the Wucheng culture in the
neighbouring province of Jiangxi.

Li Yan

| Abstract]

Apart from stone moulds, many sites of
early bronze culture in Guangdong often
yielded a typical assemblage of artefacts
consisting of stone ge, pottery zun and
pottery vessels with concave bottoms, Since
similar assemblages were also found in
Wucheng culture, the possible influence
from the latter 18 more obvious.

The assemblage of stone mould-piece
and its
Tangxiahuan site is then compared with a
similar one uncovered from Apowan in
Zhuhai. The result has indirectly proved that
carly bronze cultures in Guangdong
yielding potiery with double-f motifs should
be preceded by the Fubin type of cultures. [t
also helps to confirm that the chronology of
the Pearl River Delta area established over
the last decade is a reliable one.

accompaniment  from the

The early bronze culture in Guangdong
wis a manifestation of the umque history,
social  traditions,  geographic  and
environmental setting of this region. [t is the
foundation upon which the other bronze
cultures emerged and evolved, Current
archagological data have allowed a better
picture  of it to be successfully
reconstructed.
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