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Early Neolithic Relics in Hunan

Cultural remains dating from prior the
Daxi culture have been uncovered in the
area drained by the Dongting Lake and the
four nivers of Xiangjiang, Zishui, Yuanshui
and Lishui. Three types of cullure have been
identified, namely in chronological order
the Pengtoushan culture (9000-8200 years
BP), Zaoshi culture (lower layer. 8200-7000
years BP) and Tangjiagang culture (7000-
6500 years BP), the first two being within
the span of the early Neolithic period. In
fact, the Chengbeixi culture of Hubei shared
the same lineage with these two cultures; it
corresponds to the early stage of Zaoshi
culture (lower layer) and can be regarded as
aregional variation of it.

The most typical early Neolithic culture
in the upper and middle Yuanshui valleys is
named Gaomiao. It vielded pottery vessels
with exquisite comb-punctated motifs of
phoenix. divine figures and the sun.
evidence of superb artisiry and primitive
religion.

The most typical early Neolithic culre
in the middle and lower Xiangjiang valleys
and lower Zishui valley is named Datang.
Its early, middle and late stages are
represented respectively by sites at
Fushanyuan (lower layer), Datang and
Dulingao.

The Gaomiao and Datang cultures,
spanning from the late stage of Zaoshi
culture (lower layer) to Tangjiagang culture,
are significant intermediaries in the

- _

He Jigjun

| Abstract]

southern advancement of Dongling
prehistoric  cultures. The following
similarities and contrasts are noted between
Gaomian, Zaoshi and Tangjiagang: (1) all
yielded abundant chipped stone artefacts
and flinty microlith implements; (2) all
carried round-bottom and ring-foot pottery
vessels but three-leg designs were absent;
(3) ring-foot basins from earlier Gaomiao
remains are similar in style to the Zaoshi
counterparts while those from later
Gaomiao finds bear closer resemblance o
the Tangjiagang examples; (4) comb-
punctated designs are the most conspicuous
among Gaomiao motifs, incised patterns the
most abundant among Zaoshi motifs,
stamped and seal marks the most profuse
among Tangjiagang motifs; (5) Gaomiao
culture exhibits a fishing-hunting
subsistence while the other two show an
emphasis on incipient agriculture.

Datang’s similarities and contrasts with
the two are as follows: (1) all adopted the
same burial practice: (2) all yielded
abundant remains of paddy-rice grain; (3)
all exhibited prevalence of comb-punctated,
stamped, incised and cord-marked motifs;
predominance of round-bottom, ring-foot,
double-ear vessels and scarcity of flat-
bottormn ones: (4) all yielded small quantity
of white pottery and painted pottery: (5) fu
cauldron with cylindrical sides and bowl
with in-turned sides are among the type
vessels of both the Datang and Tangjiagang
remains; (6) no flinty microlith implements
were found among Datang remains.

o




