the

een
ited,
1any

pes.
rked

29

5. KWO LO WAN (UPPER)

THE SITE

The lower slopes above the bay at Kwo Lo Wan began to be cultivated in the
1950’s, and this cultivation brought to light a Middle Neolithic site similar in many ways
to that at Fu Tei. At approximately the same elevation and distance from the beach, this
site has less depth of deposit than Fu Tei, and over much of the site the combined effects
of cultivation and erosion had begun to wear away the deposit. In some squares, only 20- l
78y itagposicwas GIstoveree, iying oif Dl me-same cavears as metuonda previousiy !
with regard to Fu Tei apply to this basal "DG", "residual soil" or "hillslope deposit".

The exposure of the site enabled an accurate assessment to be made during
initial survey of its extent and its dating. The site is smaller than Fu Tei, and has t
subject to greater human and natural disturbance. Many loose potsherds were collec
and in situ clusters were noted. These surface collections of pottery yielded m
specimens of the typical Middle Neolithic chalky and coarse wares, but no other ty
Part of a small fired clay structure was also observed on one of the footpaths, and ma
down for excavation.

Figure 5.1 - View of Kwo Lo Wan facing north; the upper site in the
centre, between the two houses; the lower site is obscured.
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Another site, belonging to the Bronze Age, was discovered just behind the beach,
otally. "7 W e o Sgrwtrned” ~RWo Lo “wan® ibwer .
ottery 5 different in pottery
have

Ine-upper -ana 1Ower ‘siles were ot omy 1
’pes, but neither site had a single representative example of p
from the other. It is of course conceivable that the Bronze Age people might
iat no confined their activities to the immediate back-beach area. But it is surprising th

Middle Neolithic potsherds were found there, especially when the extensive erosi

Ls

any prehist
material at all. During the many visits by archaeologists in the period 1960-1990.
‘0Nz [o] erd was discov atl ¢ ) i ]

a0 ¥ yer




Figure 5.6 -- Floor of Square L showing holes in the DG.
|For floor plan and closeup view see Figure 5.10]
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Figure 5.10 -- Floor plan of Square L and profile of the four-hole feature: below --
closeup view of three of the holes.
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Figure 3.11 -- The cluster of pottery (KLW20-22) of burial 1.
[See Figure 5.13]

Figure 5.12 -- Burial 2 with pottery (KLW86 and 87) exposed.
[See Figure 5.13]
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The entire available area adjacent to square BX was then opened up, and a total
of five clusters of objects was unearthed. These presumed burials are summarized in the

table below.

Burial Square
1 BX

2 BX

3 BY

+ Bl

5 Bl

6 BX

7 FX

MIDDLE NEOLITHIC BURIALS

KWO LO WAN UPPER

Cat. no.

KLW20

KLW21
KLw22

KLW86
KLW87
KLW89

KLW58
KLW78

KLW92
KLW97
KLW98

KLW99
KLW102
KLWI103
KLW104
KLWg4
KLW69

KLW70
KLWI111

Catalogued object

chalky vessel
(partial)

corded pot (partial)
large chalky bowl

corded pot
chalky vessel
chalky pot

corded pot
chalky vessel(s)
(partial)

chalky sherds
polished adze
flake ( ?blank for
small adze)
polished adze

corded pot
corded pot
polished adze

polished adze
chalky vessel

coarse pot
polished stone ring

Figures
5.11, 5.20

5.11, 5.21
5.11, 5.14

5.12,:3:06; 5.2
5.12, 5.15
Il 5:23

5.17, 5.21
5.17, 5.20

5.28
5.28

5.28
5.21
5.21
5.28
5.28
5.18, 5.19

5.18:5.23
5.23

In several cases (KLW 20, 21, 78, 92, 103) the pots were fragmentary and/or
missing large portions; only partial or no reconstruction was possible. Nevertheless,
several nearly complete vessels were recovered, as well as polished stone adzes which
were obviously placed with the pottery. Just as at Fu Tei, an adze blank was also
included among the offerings. The single adze in burial 6 was at the bottom of the
shallow pit, and probably also represents a burial offering.
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Figure 5.17 -- The fragmentary chalky vessel (KLW89) in situ (left) affer the removal of
KLWS&6 , and the two pots of burial 3 (KLW38 and 78) in situ.

Figure 5.18 - The two potstKLW69 and 70) of burial 7 in situ (see Figure 3.4).
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With the exception of number 7, all the burial pits could be seen, but they were
very shallow and sometimes irregular in shape. The four (1,2,3,6) which have a more
regular shape are between 1.2 and 1.4 m in length. Unlike the burials at Fu Tei, these pits
seem to have been for primary burial, although they are generally not long enough for a
full length adult burial. The bodies may have been flexed. Orientation of numbers 1,2,3
and 7 is north-south; 3 is west-cast; 4 is northwest-southeast; and 5 is indeterminate.
Several pits near 3 had a similar shape and west-east orientation, but were without
artifacts. It is likely that these pits were also burials unaccompanied by goods. Another
pit (level of base 7.50) was full of charcoal, but the cut for this pit was very neat, with
straight walls; it was assumed to derive from modern activity related to the clay "ovens'.

DESCRIPTION OF FINDS FROM KWO LO WAN UPPER

The Middle Neolithic material from this site is highly similar to that of Fu Tei.
The pottery types correspond exactly, with the two major classes of coarse corded and fine
chalky wares (see Figures 5.19 to 5.21). Both classes have the same typical Middle
Neolithic characteristics as seen at Fu Tei: the coarse corded pottery is often superincised
on the body and inside the rim with large combed arcs, while the chalky ware is generally
incised on the footrim only with simple lines, dots, semi-circles or circles. The chalky
footrims are occasionally perforated. No painted pottery was found. KLWI16 is very
unusual in its incised decoration about the shoulder of a closed vessel. KLW69 and others
restored from fragments (see Figure 5.19) have no decoration at all, a condition previously
thought to be very rare among chalky vessels.

The complete chalky vessels from the burials are large open vessels, rather too
large to be called "bowls." These shapes are akin to FT43, and virtually unknown from
other Middle Neolithic sites in Hong Kong, although the reason for this absence is
undoubtedly the fragmentary and unrestorable nature of most of the chalky ware hitherto
unearthed.

The amount of pottery excavated on the site is comparable to that of Fu Tei, when
corrected for the smaller area excavated and thinner deposit surviving. A total of 275
square metres was excavated, yielding 27 kg. of pottery, for a ratio of 206 g/sq.m. At Fu
Tei the ratio was 269.

Stone tools included all the same types found at Fu Tei, with one perhaps
important exception: there were no grooved polishing stones at Kwo Lo Wan upper. The
significance of this fact cannot unfortunately be appreciated, since the function of the
grooved stones is not known. If, as has been proposed, their function is to smooth wood
or bamboo arrowshafts, then for some inexplicable reason this activity was not carried out
on the site, The question of the function of the major pebble tool types is discussed further
by Robert Esser in Chapter 10.

Polished stone adzes (see Figures 5.24 to 5.28) range from medium (10-12 ¢cm in

length) to very small, and a few shouldered adzes are present, though much fewer than
at Fu Tei. The single projectile point KI.W34 is the only one its kind from a Middle
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LW 56

Figure 5.19 -~ Plain chalky pots.

Figure 5.20 -- Chalky ware with incised decoration.
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Figure 5.21 -- Coarse corded pottery, some with super-incising.
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| KLW 105

KLWw 72

0 10
KLW:411 [ - 1 CM

Figure 5.22 - Polished stone artifacts and a grooved stone of unknawn function.

Figure 5.23 -- Polished stone projectile point (KLW34) and slotted quartz ring (KLW111),
the two ring fragments and ring core are from Fu Tei.
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Figure 5.24 -- Semi-shouldered adzes from Kwo Lo Wan.

Figure 5.25 -- Very small adzes.
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Figure 5.26 -- Adzes and chipped pebble tools (second row) from Kwo Lo Wan.
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Figure 5.26 -- Adzes and chipped pebble tools (second row) from Kwo Lo Wan.
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Adgzes, including flakes reworked as adzes, from Kwo Lo Wan.

Figure 5.27 --
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KLW 98
KLW 84
KLW 99 KLW 97
‘HLk
KLW 104
0 10

Figure 5.28 -- Adzes from Kwo Lo Wan.

Neolithic site in Hong Kong, and resembles the most common type in the earliest ("Yung
Long") phase of the Late Neolithic. Slotted stone rings are found at other sites, and the
complete specimen FT111 is similar to others from this phase. The grooved stone artifact
KLW105 is unique, and of unknown function (see Figure 5.22).

As at Fu Tei, stone flakes are relatively few, the ratio of sherds (weight in grams)

to flakes ranging from 50-150 in most squares to 225-270 in squares J and K. No large
clusters of flakes were encountered.

ANALYSIS OF MATERIAL FROM KWO LO WAN UPPER

Two radiocarbon dates were obtained on charcoal from the Middle Neolithic
cultural layer:
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Square J, hole -- 4410 +/- 80 (BETA-45150) calibrating to 3350-2900 B.C.
Square L, hole -- 4610 +/- 90 (BETA-60795) calibrating to 3628-3039 B.C.
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A sample of charcoal from the fired clay structure FC2 gave a result of 100.8%
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The heles in the DG are certainly evidence of habitation: structures of some kind,
but unfertunately once again no ciear picture emerges concerning what shape these huts
or tents had. It certainly seems that the lack of a pattern of postholes is the pattern. Cne
can only assume ihat the habitation structures were irregular, used only a few posts, and
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Figure 5.29 -- Pebble tools from Kwo Lo Wan.
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Another artifact conspicuous by its absence is the spindle whorl. At neither site
was any example found, and this absence contrasts sharply with the frequent occurrence
of whorls in the next prehistoric culture, the "Yung Long phase" of the Late Neolithic. It
seems likely that bark cloth continued to be the main source of cloth during the
inhabitation of Fu Tei and Kwo Lo Wan upper.

Figure 3.30 -- Incised chalky sherds from Kwo Lo Wan, Fu Tei and Sham Wan Tsuen
East Valley (see chapter 8).
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